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THE EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY BRIEFLY 
STATED, AND THE NEW TESTAMENT 
PROVED TO BE GENUINE, 
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ou 


2 PET. i. 16. 


— EE HAVE NOT FoLLO Web CUNNINGLY DF. 
VISED FABLES. 


F. is undoubtedly a glory to our age and country, 
that the nature ot moral virtue has been 10 
clearly ſtated, and the practice of it fo ſtrongly in- 
1 by the views ot its native beauty, and be- 
neficial conſequences, both to private perſons, and 
locieties. Perhaps in this reſpett, hardly any na- 
tion or time has equalled, certainly few, if any, 
have exceeded our own. Yet J fear I might add, 
there have been few ages or countries, where vice 
has more generally triumphed, 1n its moſt audacious, 
and, in other refpetts, moſt odious forms. 
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This may well appear a ſurprizing caſe; and it 
will ſurely be worth our while to enquire into the 
cauſes of ſo ſtrange a circumſtance. I cannot noiy 
enter into a particular detail of them. But I am 

erſuaded, none is more conſiderable than that 
unhappy diſregard, either to the goſpel in general, 
or to its moſt peculiar and eſſential truthe, which 
is ſo viſible amongſt us, and which appears to be 
continually growing. It is plain, that like ſome 
of old, who thought and profeſſed themſelves the 
wiſeſt of mankind, or in other words, the freeſt 
thinkers of their age, multitudes among us have not 
liked to retain God and his truths in their knowledge: 
and it 1s therefore the leſs to be wondered at, if God 
has given them up to a reprobate mind (a); to the 
moſt infamous luſts, and enormities; and to a 
depth of a degeneracy, which, while it is in part 
the natural conlequence, is in part alſo the juſt, but 
dreadful puuiſhment of their apoſtacy an the 
faith. And I am perſuaded, that thoſe who do in- 
deed wiſh well to the cauſe of public virtue, as eve- 
ry true chriſtain moſt certainly does, cannot ferve 
it more effettually, than by endeavouring to eftah- 
liſh men in the belief of the goſpel in general, and 
to affect their hearts with its moſt diſtinguiſhing 
truths, 

The latter of theſe is our frequent employment, 
and is what I have particularly been attempting in 
the preceding diſcourſes on the power and grace 
of the Redeemer: the former I ſhall now, by the 
Divine aſſiſtance, apply myſelf to, in thoſe that 
follow. And I have choſen the words now he- 
fore us, as a proper introduction to ſuch a de- 
ſign. 
They do indeed peculiarly refer to the coming 
of our Lord, which the apoſtle repreſents as at- 


(a) Rom. i. 28. 


CHRISTIANITY. 
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teſted by that glory, of which he was an eye- 
witneſs on the mount of transfiguration, and by 
that voice from heaven which he 
but the truth of theſe facts is evidently connected 
with that of the goſpel in general. 
therefore, you will think they are properly prefix- 
to a diſcourſe on the general evidences of chriſti- 


anity. 


heard there: 


I am perſuaded 


And I hope, by the Divine aſſiſtance, to 


propoſe them at this time in ſuch a manner, as 
ſhall convince you, that the apoſtles had rea- 
ſon to ſay, and that we alſo have reaſon to te- 
peat it, we have not followed cunningly deviſed 


fahles (a). 
I have 


often touched on this ſubjett occa— 


ſionally, but 1 think it my duty at preſent to in- 


ſiſt ſomething more largely upon it. 


You eaſi- 


ty apprehend, that it is a matter of the higheſt 
importance, being indeed no other than the 
* foundation of all our eternal hopes. 
o many are daily attempting to deſtroy this 
foundation, it is poſſible, that thoſe of you, eſ- 
nur who are but entering on the world, ma 
e called out to give a reaſon of the hope that is 


in yon (0). 


While 


Iwouid thereiote, wich the apoſtle, 


be concerned, that you may be ready to do it. 


It may fortity you againſt the artiſices, by which 
the unwary are often deccived and enſnared, and 
may poſlibly enable you to put to ſilence their foal- 
At leaſt it will be for the ſatisfaction 
of your own minds, to have conſidered the matter 
ſeriouſly, ahd to be conſcious to yourſelves, that 
you are not chriſtians merely by education, or 
example, as (had you been born elſewhere) you 
ans or Mahometans; but that 
you are ſo upon rational evidence, and becavſe (as 
the ſacred hiſtorian expreſſes it,) you k 8 


iſhneſs (c). 


might have been Pa 


(a) 2 Pet. i. 16, 17, 18. 


o 
© 
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(b) 1 Pet, iii. 15. 


(c) 1 Pet. ii. 15. 
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certainty of thoſe things in which you have been 
inſtructed (a). 

To open and vindicate the proof of chriſtianity 
in all its extent, would be the employment of ma. 
ny diſcourſes; nor would it, on the whole, be 
rope to attempt it here, All that I now intend 

ere is, to give youa ſummary view of the moſt 
conſiderable arguments, in that which ſeems to me 
their moſt proper and natural connettion; tha 
lo you may be able to judge of them betier, than 
you could poſſibly do by a tew ſcattered temarks, 
or by the moſt copious enlargement on any fingle 
branch of them alone. I ſhall endeavour to diſ— 
pole theſe hints ſo, as that they may be ſome guide 
to thoſe, whoſe leiſure and abilities may lead them 
to a more ample and curious enquiry; that they 
may not be intangled in ſo complex an argument, 
but may proceed in an orderly manner. And if 
any of you, my friends, deſire a more particular 
information on any of thoſe heads, which I now 
but briefly ſuggeſt, you may depend upon it, that 
faithful miniflers of every denomination will think 
it an important part of their duty, to give you all 
the private aſſiſtance they can, It is my heart 
prayer, that God would enable meto plead his caule 
with ſucceſs; that he would open your underſland- 
ings to receive theſe things, and ſtrengthen your 
memories to retain them; that you may not be like 
children, toſſed to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of dottrine, by the {leight of men, and 
the cunning crafuneſs, whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive (b); but may be ſtrong in faith, giving 
glory to God (c); that, your faith being more and 
more eſtabliſhed, it may appear, that the tree is 
watered at the roots; and all your other graces may 
grow and flouriſh, in an equal proportion. 


() Luke i. 4. (6) Eph, iv. 244 (c] Rom. iv. 20. 
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But before I proceed, I muſt deſire you to ob- 
ſerve, that there is no proof in the world ſo ſatisfac- 
tory to the true chriſtian, as to have felt the tranſ- 
forming power of the goſpel on his own ſoul. As 
that illiterate man whoſe eyes were miraculouſly 
opened by Chriſt, when he was queſtioned by the 

ewiſh Sanhedrim, who endeavoured with all their 
ſophiſtry to prove Chriſt an impoſtor, anſwered 
with great ſtcadineſs and conſtancy, and with a 
great deal of reaſon too, this one thing I know, that 
whereas I was blind, now I ſee (a): ſo the moſt 
ualearned of the diſciples of Jeſus, having found 
his ſoul enlightened and ſanttifed, and felt his 
heart ſo effettually wrought upon, as to bring him 
home to his duty, his God, and his Wade! b 
the conſtraining power of the goſpel, will deſpiſe 
a thouſand ſubtle objections which may be urged 
againſt it: and though the croſs of Chrift be to the 
Jews a ſtumbling-block, and to the Greeks fooliſh- 
neſs, yet with this experience of its ſaving energy, 
he will honour it in the midſt of all their contempt 
and ridicule, as the power of God, and the wiſdom 
of God (5). In this {enſe, though the miraculous 
communication of the Spirit be ceaſed, he that be- 
lieves, hath ſtill the witneſs in himſelf (c); and 
while the Spirit beareth witneſs with his ſpirit, that 
he is a child of God (4), he cannot doubt, but that 
the word by which he wes, as it were, begotten 
unto him, is indeed a divine and incorruptible ſeed 
(). And perhaps, there are certain ſeaſons of preſ- 

ung temptation, in which the moſt learned, as well 
as the moſt illiterate chriſtian, will find this the 
ſurelt anchor of his hope. 

Nevertheleſs, it muſt be acknowledged, that this 
glorious kind of evidence, is like the white ſtone, 

| B 3 

(a) John ix. 25. (b) 1 Cor. i. 23, 24. (c) 1 John v. 10, 

(4) Rom. viii. 16. (e) Joines 1. 18. 1 Pet. i. 23. 
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mentioned in the Revelation, in which there was a 
new name written, which no man knew, but he 
who received it (a). God has therefore made other 
3 for the honour and ſupport of his goſpel, 

y furniſhing it with a variety of proof, which 
may with undiminiſhed, and indeed with growing 
convittion, be communicated from one to another, 
And we ſhould be greatly wanting in gratitude to 
him, in zeal for a Redeemer's kingdom, and in 
charitable concern for the converſion of thoſe who 
reject the goſpel, as well as for the edification of 
thoſe who embrace it, ſhould we wholly overlook 
theſe arguments, or negle&t to acquaint ourſelves 
with them. This 1s the evidence, which I am now 
to propoſe; and I defire you would hear it with a 
becoming attention. I ſpeak to you, as to rational 
creatures: judge ye of the reaſonableneſs of what 1 
ſhall ſay. 

In proſecution of this great deſign, I {hall en- 
deavour more particularly to ſhew you, that if 
we take the matter on a general ſurvey, it will ap- 
pear highly probable, that ſuch a ſcheme of doc- 
trines and precepts, as we find chriſtianity to be, 
ſhould indeed have been a divine revelation; 
and then, that if we examine into the external 
evidence of it, we ſhall find it certain in fat, that 
it was ſo, and that it had its original from above, 


Firſt, Let me ſhew, “ that taking the matter 
merely in theory, it will appear highly proba- 
ble, that ſuch a ſyſtem as the goſpel ſhould be 
indeed a divine revelation.” 


To evidence this, I would more particularly 
prove, that the ſtate of mankind was ſuch, as 
greatly to need a revelation;—that there ſeems from 


(a) Rev. ii. 17. 


* 


CHRISTIANITY. 


the light of nature, encouragement to hope that 
God ſhould grant one; that 1t 1s reaſonable to 
believe, if any were made, it ſhould be ſo introduc- 
ed and tranſmitted, as we are told chriſtianity was; 
and that its general nature and {ubſtance ſhould be 
ſuch, as we find that of the goſpel is. If theſe par- 
ticulars are made out, here will be a ſtrong pre- 
ſumptive evidence, that the goſpel is from God; 
and we ſhall have opened a fair way toward that 
more direct proot, which I principally intend, 


1. The caſe of mankind is naturally ſuch, as 
greatly to need a divine revelation,” 


I ſpeak not here of man in his criginal ſtate; 
though even then, as many have largely thewn, 
ſome inſtruttion from above ſcemed neceſſary to 
inform him of many particulars, which it was 
highly expedient that he ſhould immediately know: 
but I ſpeak of him in the degenerate condition in 
which he now fo evidently lies, by whatever means 
he was brought into it. It is an ealy thing to make 
florid encomiums on the perfection of natural light, 
and to deceive unwary readers with an ambiguous 
term *, (which ſhall ſometimes ſignify all that ap- 
pears even to the divine underſtanding, and ſome- 
times no more than the meanceit ol the human race 
may, or than they actually do attain; but let fat 
ſpeak, and the controverſy will ſoon be determined. 
. to all, chat are acquainted with the records 
of antiquity, or that have any knowledge of the 
moſt credible accounts of the preſent fate of thoſe 
countries where chriſtzanity is unknown, whether 
it is not too obyious a truth, that the whole heathen 


* This Dr. Tyndal has done in ſo groſs and palpable a manger, 
that it is ſurprizing that fallacy alone ould not have expoſed 
his Chriſtianity as Old as the Creation, to the immediate con- 
tempt of every intelligent reader. 


world has lain, and ſtill lies in wickedneſs (a). 
Have not incomparably the greater part of them 
been perpetually bewildered in their religious notions 
and practices, vaſtly differing from each, and al. 
moſt equally differing.on all ſides from the proba. 
ble appearances of truth and reaſon? Is any thing 
ſo wild as not to have been believed, any thing ſo 
infamous as not to have been prattiſed by them, 
while they have not only pretended to juſtify it by 
reaſon, but have conſecrated it as a part of their re- 
ligion? To this very day, what are the diſcove- 
ries of new nations in the American or African 
world, but generally ſpeaking, the opening of 
new ſcenes of enormity? Rapine, luſt, cruelty, 
human facrifices, and the moſt ſtupid idolatries, 
are, and for ought I can ſind, always have been, 
the morality and religion of almoſt all the Pagan 
nations under heaven: and to ſay, that there 
have flill been ſome ſmothered ſparks of reaſon 
within, which, it cheriſhed, might have led them 
to truth and happineſs, is only ſaying, that they 
have been ſo much the more criminal, and there- 
fore ſo much the mote miſerable, 

But you live at home, and hear theſe thines 
only by uncertain report, Look then aronad you 
within the ſphere of your own obſervation, and ice 
the temper and charatter of the generality of thole, 
who have been edlucated in a chriſtian, and even 
in a Proteſtant country, Oblerve their 1gnorance 
and forgettulneis of the Divine Being, their im- 

ieties, tne devaucheries, their fraud, their op- 
preſſion, their pride, their avaiice, their ambition, 
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their Unnatural in{en{ibility of the wants and ſor- 


rows and interelis of each other; and when you fee 
how bad they generaltiy are in the midſt of lo 
many advantages, judge by that of the probablc 


(a) 1 John v. 19, 


CHRISTIANITY. 


fate of thoſe that want them. Judge upon theſe 
views, whether a revelation be an unneceſlary 


thing. : 


2 + There is, from the light of nature, conſt- 
derable encouragement to hope, that God 
would favour his creatures with fo need- 
{ful a bleſſing as a revelation appears.” 


That a revelation is in itſelf a poſhble thing, is 
evident beyond all ſhadow of a doubt. Shall not 
he that made man's mouth (a, Who has given us 
this wonderful faculty oi diſcovering our ſenti 
ments, and communicating our ideas to each 
other, ſhall not he be able to converile with his 
rational creatures, and by ſenſible maniteſtations, 
or by inward impreflions, to convey the know- 
ledge of things, which he beyond the ken of 
their natural faculties, and yet may be highly con- 
ducive to their advantage? To own a God, and to 
deny him ſuch a power, will be a notorious con- 
tradiction. But it may appear much more du- 
bious, whether he will pleaſe to confer ſuch a fa- 
vour on ſinful creatures. 

Now I acknowledge, that we could not certainly 
conclude he would ever doit; confidering on the 
one hand, how juſtly they ſtood expoſed to his 
final diſpleaſure; and on the other, what proviſion 
he had made by the frame of the human mind, 
and of nature around us, for giving us ſuch no- 
tices of himſelf, as would leave us inexcuſable, if 
we either failed to know him, or to glority him as 
God, as the apoſtle argues at large (Y). Never- 
theleſs methinks, we ſhould have had ſomething 
of this kind to hope, from conſidering God as the 
indulgent Father of his creatures; from obſerving 


(6\ Rom. i. 20, & ſeg. 


(a) Exod. iv. 11 
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the tender care which he takes of us, and the lihe. 
ral ſupply which he grants for the ſupport of the 
animal life; eſpecially, from the proviſion which 
he has made for man, conſidered as a guilty and ca- 
lamitous creature, by the medicinal and healing 
virtues which he has given to many of the pro. 
ductions of nature, winch in a ſtate of perfect 
rectitude and happineſs man would never have 
needed. This is a circumſtance, which ſeemed 
ſtrongly to intimate, that he would ſome time or 
another graciouſly provide ſome remedy to heal 
men's minds; and that he would interpoſe to in— 
ſtruct them, in his own nature, in the manner in 
which he is to be ſerved, and in the final rreat- 
ment which they may expect from him. And! 
think, ſuch an apprehenſion ſeems very congruous 
to the ſentiments of the generality of mankind; as 
appears from the many pretences to divine revela- 
tion which have often been made, and the readi- 
neſs of multitudes to receive them on very ſlender 
prools: This ſhews how naturally men expect ſome 
ſuch kind interpoſition of the Deity: a thought 
which might farther be confirmed by ſome remark- 
able paſſages of heathen writers, which I have not 

now time particularly to mention, 
3. We may eaſily conclude, “ that if a revela- 
tion were giyen, it would be introduced and 
tranſmitted in ſuch a manner, as chriſtianity 

is ſaid to have been.“ | 


It is exceeding probable, for inſtance that it 
ſhould be taught, either by ſome illuſtrious perſon 
ſent down from a ſuperior world, or at leaſt by a 
man of eminent wiſdom and piety, who ſhould 
himſelf have been, not only a teacher, but an ex- 
ample, of univerſal gaodneſs, In order to this it 
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ſeems probable, that he would be led through a 
ſeries of calamity and diſtreſſes; ſince otherwile he 
would not have deen a pattern of the virtues, which 
adorn adverſity, and are peculiar to it. And it might 
alſo have been expected, that in the extremity of 
his diſtreſſes, the bleſſed God, whoſe meſſenger 
he was, ſhould, in ſome extraordinary manner, 
have interpoſed, either to preſerve, or to recover 
him from death. 

It is moreover exceeding probable that ſuch a 
perſon, and perhaps alſo they who were at firſt 
employed as his meſſengers to the world, ſhould 
be endowed with a power of working miracles; 
both to awaken men's attention, and to prove a 
divine miſſion, and the conſequent truth of their 
dottrines; ſome of which, might, perhaps, not be 
capable of any other kind of proof; or if they 
were, it is certain that no method of arguing is 
ſo ſhort, ſo plain, and ſo forcible, and on the 
whole, ſo well ſuited to the convittion, and pro- 
bably the reformation of mankind, as a cons of 
evident, repeated, and uncontroled miracles. And 
ſuch a method of proof is eſpecially adapted to the 
populace, who are incomparably the greater part 
of mankind, and for whoſe benefit, we may aſſure 
ourſelves, a revelation would chiefly be deſigned, 
I might add, it was no way improbable, though 
not in itſelf certain, that a diſpenſation ſhould open 
gradually on the world; and that the moſt illuſ- 
trious meſſenger of God to men ſhould be uſhered 
in by ſome predictions, which ſhould raiſe a great 
expectation of his appearance, and have an evident 
accompliſhment in him. 

As for the propagation of a religion ſo introduced, 
it ſeems no way improbable, that having been thus 
eſtabliſhed in 1ts firſt age, it ſhould be tranſmitted 
to future generations by credible teitimony, as other 
important facts are. It is certain, that affairs of 
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the utmoſt moment, which are tranſacted among} 
men, depend on teſtimony; on this voyages are 
undertaken, ſettlements made, and controverlic; 
decided; controverſies, on which not only the 
eftates, but the lives of men depend. And though 
it muſt be owned, that ſuch an hiſtorical evidence is 
not equally convincing with miracles which are 
wrought. before our own eyes; yet it is certain, it 
may rife to ſuch a degree as to exclude ail reaſon. 
able doubt. And I know not why we ſhould cx. 
pect, that the evidence of a revelation ſhould be 
fach, as univerſally to compel the immediate afliſt- 
ance of all to whom it 1s offered. To me it ſeems 
much more likely, that it ſhould be ſo adjuſted, as 
to be a kind of touch-ſtone to the tempers and 
characters of men; capable indeed of giving am- 
ple ſatisfaction to the diligent and candid en- 
uirer, yet attended with ſome circumſtances, 
— whence the captious and perverſe might take 
occaſion to cavil and object. Such might we ſup- 
poſe the evidence of the revelation would be, and 
ſuch it is maintained, that of chriſtianity is. The 
teachers of it ſay, and undertake to prove, that 
it was thus introduced, thus eſtabliſhed, and thus 
tran{mitted; and we truſt, that this is a ſtrong 
preſumption in its favour: eſpecially as we can 
add, 


3. That the main doftrines contained in 
the goſpel are of ſuch a nature, as we 
might in general ſuppoſe, thoſe of a divine 
revelation would be, rational, prattical, and 
ſublune.” 


One would imagine, that in a revelation of a 
religion from God, the great principles of natu- 


ral religion ſhould be clearly aſſerted, and ſtrongly 


OO ES. wy: . AS. ot wa w 


CHRISTIANITY, 


o 


maintained: ſuch I mean, as the exiſtence (a), 
the unity (5), the perfection (c), and the provi- 
dence of God (d); the effential and immutable 
difference between moral good and evil (e); the 
obligation we are under to the various branches 
of virtue, whether human, ſocial, or divine( f); the 
value and immortality of the foul (g); and the re- 
wards and puniſhments of a future ſtate (4). One 
would eaſily conclude, that all theſe particulars muſt 
be contained in it; and that upon the whole, it ſhould 
appear calculated, to form men's minds to a proper 
temper, rather than to amuſe them with curious 
ſpeculations. 

It might indeed be farther ſuppoſed, and pro- 
bably concluded, that ſuch a revelation would con— 
tain ſome things, which could not have been 
learnt from the higheſt improvements of natural 
light: and conſidering the infinite and unfathoimn— 
able nature of the blelled God, it would be more 
than probable, that many things might be hinted 
at, and referred to, which our feeble faculties 
ſhould not be able fully to comprehend, Yet we 
ſhould expett, to find thele introduced in a prac— 
tical view, as directing us to duties before un— 
known, or ſuggeſting powerful motives to make 
us relolute and conſtant in the diſcharge of the 
reſt *, As for ceremonial and poltuve inſtitutions, 
we ſhould imagine, at leaſt in the moſt perfect 
{late of the revelation, that they thould be but few, 
and thoſe tew plainiy fublervient to the great pur- 
poles of practical religion. 


(% Mark xii. 29. 1 Tim. ii. 3. (e) Matt. 
(e) Iſa. v. 20. 2 Cor. vi. 14. 
g) Mau. 


(a) Heb. x1. 6. 
v. 48. (d, Matt. x. 29, 30. 
(/) Matt: xxii. 37: 99. Phil. iv. 8. Tit. ii. 18. 
x. 28. xvi. 26. (4) Rom. ii. 6-10. Matt. xxv. 46. 


* Particularly on what terms, and to what degree, pardon 
and happineſs might be expected by lintul creatures, 


0 
% 
4 


EAMACS — 2,3 . 
- — 


r 
4 — a 


—— 


„ 


a 


14 ON THE EVIDENCES OP 


I ſhall only add, that foraſmuch as pride ap. 
om to be the moſt reigning corruption of the 

uman mind, and the ſource of numberleſs irre. 
gularities ; 1t 1s exceeding probable, that a divine 
revelation ſhould be calculated, to humble the fal. 
len creature, and bring it to a ſenſe of its guilt and 
weakneſs; and the more evidently that tendency 
appears, other things being equal, the greater rea- 
ſon there 1s to believe, that the original of ſuch a 
ſcheme 1s from above. 

Your own thouglits have undoubtedly prevent. 
ed me in the application of theſe charatters to 
the chriſtian revelation. The juſtice of that ap- 
plication I muſt not now illuſtrate at large. But 
I muſt beg leave to advance one remark, which 
will conclude what I have to ſay on this general: 
which is, that as the chriſtian ſyſtem is undoubt- 
edly worthy of God, ſo conſidering the manner 
in which it is ſaid to have been introduced, (ſe. 
parate from the evidence of the facts, which is 
afterwards to be conſidered,) it is extremely dif. 
ficult to imagine, from whom elſe it could have 
proceeded, 

I will readily allow, that neither the reaſon- 
ableneſs of its doctrines, nor the purity of its 
morals, will alone prove its divine original; ſince 
it 1s poſhble, the reaſon of one man may difcover 
that, which the reaſon of another approves, as 
being, in itſelf conſidered, eicher true in theory, 
or uſeful in prattice. But this is not all; for in 
the preſent caſe it 1s evident, that the firſt teach- 
ers of chriſtianity profeſſed, that they were taught 
it by Divine revelation, and that they were em- 
powered by God with miraculous endowments for 
the confirmation of it. Now if it were not indecd 
ſo as they profeſſed, how can we account for ſo 
ſtrange a phenomenon, as ſuch a dotirine intro— 
duced with ſuch pretences? It it were not from 
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God, whence was it? From good, or from evil 
angels, or men? Wicked creatures, as our Lord 
ſtrongly intimates (a), would never contrive and 
propagate ſo excellent a ſcheme; nor can we ima- 
gine, that holy angels, or righteous men would 
thus be found falſe witneſſes of God (Y), or have 
attempted to ſupport the cauſe of religion and 
truth, by ſuch impious and notorious falſhoods, 
as their pretenſions muit have been, if they were 
fal ſhoods at all. 


And thus much for the firſt branch of the argu- 
ment: if you cenlider the chriſtian ſcheme only in 
theory, it appears highly probable; ſince a revela- 
tion was fo mnch needed, might ſo reaſonably be 
expected, and if it were ever given, would, fo far 
as we can judge, be thus introduced, and be in the 
main attended with ſuch internal characters. And 
though we have not as yet exprelſsly proved, that 
the goſpel was introduced in ſuch a manner, as the 
delenders of it aflert; yet it would be tra angel 
unaccountable, that ſo admirable a ly ſtem of Fas 
and duty ſhould be advanced by the prince of dark- 
neſs, and the children of wickedneſs; as it muſt 
have been, if the perſons firſt employed in the pro- 
pagation ol it were not endowed with power 4 
on high (c). 

To embrace the goſpel is ſo ſafe, and on the 
whole, ſo comfortable a thing, that I think a 
wite man would deliberately and reſolutely ven— 
ture his all upon it, though nothing more could be 
offered for 1ts confirmation. But, bleſled be God, 
we have a great deal more to offer in this i impor- 
tant cauſe; and can add, with ſtill greater confi- 
dence, that it is not only in theory thus probable, 


but, 
C 2 
(2) Matt, xii. 25-29. (6) x Cor. xv. 13. (c) Luke xxiv. 49. 
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Secondly, “that it is in fact certain, that chriſti. 


anity is indeed a Divine revelation.” - 
Here I conteſs the chief ſtreſs is to be laid; and J 
therefore I ſhall inſiſt more largely on this branch 
of the argument, and endeaveur, by the Divine 
aſſiſtance, to prove the certainty ol this great fact. 
You will naturally apprehend, that I ſpeak only 
of what is commonly called a moral certainty *; \ 
but I need ſpeak of no more; for in many caſes, 6 
ſuch kind ot evidence gives the mind as ample, 5 
and as rational a fatis faction, as it may find even n 
in ſome ſuppoſed mathematical demonſtration; ſince c N 
there it is poſſible, at leafl in a long deduttion of 14 
articulars, for the moſt ſagacious of mankind to a 
Fall into a miſtake. wry 
Now in order to ſettle this grand point as clearly _ 
as I can, I dlink it may be proper to prove, bb. 
I. That the books of the New Teſtament, as * 
they are now in your hands, may be depended A 
upon as Written by tte fiift preachers and publiſhers ir 
of chriſtianity. And, | gu 
II. That from hence it will certainly follow, po 
that what they aſſert is true, and that the religion lit 
they teach, brings along with it ſuch evidences ot _ 
a divine authority, as may moſt juſtly recommend "54 
It to OUr acceptance. vo 
f n 6 
Each of theſe heads might furniſh out matter _ 
for many volumes; but it 1s my buſineſs to hint we 
at the moſt obvious and important thoughts, by ſe 
Which, though it amount not to ſtrift demonſtration, is ſuch hi 
kind of evidence as ſuits paſt maticis of fact, and is {uftcicnt to ve 


make a candrd and rational enquirer caſy in his aſlent. 
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which they may briefly be illuſtrated and con- 
firmed. | 


I. I am to prove to you, © that the books of 
the New Teſtament, now in your hands, 
were written by the firſt preachers and pub. 
liſhers of chriſtianity.” 


You fee I confine the preſent proof, to the 
books of the New Teſtament. Not that I think 
the authority of the Old to be ſuſpetted, or the 
ule of it by any means to be deſpiſed. God 
forbid! it is an invaluable treaſure, which de- 
mands our daily delightful and thankful peruſal, 
and is capable of being defended in a manner, 
which I am perſuaded its ſubtileſt enemies will 
never be able to anſwer, But the nature of my 
preſent argument, and the limits of my time, 
oblige me at preſent to wave the proof of it, 
any farther than as it is implied in, and depen- 
dent upon, what I have more immediately in 
view. 

In the proceſs of the diſcourſe, though I ſhall 
ſtudiouſly avoid any oſtentation of learning, yet 
it will be abſolutely neceſſary to aſſert ſome things, 
which cannot ceriainly be known, without ſome 
little acquaintance with ancient writers, You 
cannot, moſt of you, be ſuppoſed to have formed 
luch an acquaintance; but I take it for granted 
you will readily believe, that I will not lie for 
God nor talk decentully for him (a). I thall ſay 
nothing of this Kind, but what I know to be con- 
tained in thoſe writings; and you may aſſure your- 
ſelves, tnat no man of common ſenſe, whatever 
his moral or religious charatter were, would 
venture in ſuch an age as this, publicly to eite 

C 3 
(a) Jeb xiii, 3. 
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paſſages, as from authors in every ones hands, 
which he cannot prove to be contained in them, 
Having premiſed theſe things, I go on to the 
argument, and ſhall advance in it by the follow. 
ing degrees, I ſhall prove, ——that chriſtianity 
is an ancient religion; that there was ſuch a 
perſon as Jeſus of Nazareth, crucified at Jeruſalem 
above ſeventeen hundred years ago; that the 
firſt preachers of his religion wrote books, which 
went by the name of thoſe, that now make up the 
volume of our New Teſtament; 
preſerved in the original to the preſent times; 
and that the tranſlation of them, which 
you have, is in the main ſuch, as may be de— 
pended upon as faithful. And then 1 ſhall have 


clearly made out what 1 propoſed in this firſt 
part. 


1. It is certain, “ that chriſtianity is not 2 
new religion, but that it was maintained 
by great multitudes, quickly after the time 
in which Jeſus is ſaid to have appeared,” 


That there was, conſiderably more than ſixteen 
hundred years ago, a body of men, who went by 
the name of Chriſtians, is almoſt as evident, as that 
a race of men was then exiſting in the world; nor do 
I know, that any have ever been wild and confi- 
dent enough to diſpute it. If any ſhould for argu- 
ment ſake queſhon it, they might quickly be con- 
vinced by a conſiderable number ot chriſtian wri- 
ters, who lived in the ſame, or the next age *, 


* Such as Clement Romanus, Ignatius, Polycarp, Juſtin Mar- 
tyr, Irenæus, Tatian. Athenegoras, and Theophilus Antiochenus, 
who all wrote before the year 200, and {ome in the firſt cen- 
tury: not to urge Barnabas, and Hermas; nor to mention any of 
thoſe cited by Euſchius; whoſe books are all loft except ſome 
fragments, preſerved chiefly by that excellent writer. 


that they are 
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and mention it as a thing notoriouſly certain, that 
chriſtianity was then of ſome ſtanding in the world; 
ſome of them giving directions and exhortations to 
their brethren, and others forming apologies, to 
their enemies, for which there could not otherviide 
have been the leaſt foundation. We might have 
acquieſced in their teſtimony, had it been alone; 
but it is confirmed by that of Jews and heathens, 
who, by their early invettives againſt the chf 
tains, do molt evidently prove, that there was ſuch 
a body of men in the world. — he moſt conſi— 
derable Roman hiſtorians, who lived in this age, 
and wrote of it, are Tacitus and Suctonius, who 
both publiſhed their w ritings above fixteen hundred 
years ago, and they are always and very jultly ap- 
pealed to, as pregnant witnelles upon this occafion. 
For Tacitus aflures us, “ that in Nero's days,“ 
who begun his reign about twenty years after the 
death of Chriſt, © there was a vaſt multitude of 
chriſtians, not only in Judæa, but at Rome too; 
againſt whom Nero railed a perſecution, attended 
with ſuch circumſtances of 1gnominy and cru» 
elty, as moved the compaſſion even ot their ene- 
mies;“ of which number this hiflorian evident- 
ly was “. Nay he plainly intimates, that this 
was not the „rst attempt Which had deen made to 
cruſh them; though this attempt was ſo early as 
we have heard: His contemporary Suctonius, 
in his more conciſe manner, atteils the lame 1. 
And Pliny, the intimate ir:zend and correſpondent 
Ot both, being employed in Trajan's time to per- 


* Nero quæſitiſſimis penis aſſecit, quos, per flagitia inviſos, 
vulgus Chrithanos appellabat. —Reprelia in prefers exitiabilis 
ſuperſtitio, rurtus erumpebat, non modo per Judæam, originem 
ejus mali, ſed per urbem ctiam, &c.—Multitudo inzens. "Odio 
humani generis convicti ſunt; & percuntibus addita lud ibria.— 
unde miſcratio oricbatur, &c. Tacit. Annal. Lib. xv. c. 44. 

+ Aﬀllicti fupphcus Chriſtian, genus hominum ſupei ſuitionis 
novæ ac maletica, Sucten. Aer. cap. xvi. 
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ſecute the chriſtians, writes an account of them 
to that emperor, which, though commonly known, 
muſt be mentioned as it is ſo highly important. 
Alter having ſpoken very {avvurably of their moral 
character, he adds, “ that many of both ſexes, 
and of every age and rank, were infetted with 
this ſuperſtition;“ as he thinks fit to exprels it; 
that 1t was gone into the viliages, as well as the 
Cities; and that, till he began to put the laws 
in execution againſt them, the temples of the 
heathen deities were almoſt deſerted, and hardly 
any could be found who would buy victims for 
them *. It might be added, that Marcus 
Antoninus T, who wrote a few years after Pliny, 
mentions the chriſtians, © as examples ut a reſo— 
lute and obſtinate contempt of death:” and it is 
generally ſuppoſed, they are the Galileans, whom 


Multi omnis ætatis, omnis ordinis, utriuſque ſexus 
etiam vocantur in periculam. Neque civitates tantum, 
ſed vicos etiam, atquæ agros, ſuperflioniis ittius contagio 
pervagata ett ;z—prope jam defolata templa,—& facia 
ſolennia diu intermilla : Victimas, quarum adhuc ra- 
riſſimus emptor inv eniebatur. F#F/iv. Epi. Lib. x. 


Epift. 97. 
7 


+ Exc e amoiubnyai Te r e,. hu xuTa Un Tapas 
rats, WS ot X,. Marc, Anionin. Lib. xi. 3. 
[See alſo this emperor's conflitution to the cemmu— 
nity of Afa, (as inſerted by Euſebius in his eeclenaſ i- 
cal hiſtory, Lib, iv. cap. 13), in which he mentions 
their perſecuting the chriſtians to death; res Xc:ioraves 
Owner fs J. and ſpeaks of theſe perſecutions as 
having continued a conſidereble time.] N. B. This was 
inſerted in Melito's Apology for the Chriſtians, which 
he wrote in that empcror's reign, ſo that there can- 
not be the leaſt doubt of its being genuine, 
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Epictetus ſpeaks of F, © as thoſe whom practice 


bad taught to delpiſe the rage of their armed ene- 


mies *. 2 


I ſhall diſmiſs this head with obſerving, that | 
it tends greatly to the confirmation of chriſtianity, 4 
that each of thoſe celebrated and ancient Pagan | 
why at the ſame time they atteſt the exiſt- 
ence of ſuch a body of men profeſling it, inform 
us of thoſe extreniec perſecutions, which they un— 
derwent, in the very infancy of their ret: gion; a 
ject alſo farther apparent from the apologies ad- , 
dreſſed by the chi ins to their perſe cutors, which, | 
whatever Tis pe! cchons way Me nd the manner in 
which ſome of them are titten, appear to me ſome 
of the moſt vaiuable remains of antiquity, (the 
ſacred records only excepted,) eſpecially thoſe of 
Juſtin Martyr, Tertullian, and Minutus Felix, 
—— This fundamental point is then abundantly 
made out; that there were valt numbers of men, ve— 
ry quickly after the time when Jeſus is ſaid to have 
appeared upon earth, who profeſſed his religion, 
and choſe to endure the greateſt extremities, rather 
than they would abandon it. From hence it will 
be caly to ſhew, 


I TTq AA,, U, CUrZTHAL Tis &7T0 Nr. Tj Tavr 
(DopuZopes ſcil. 1 NLA οα A, vTo hes u Ia ν . Arriau. 
Epictet. Lib. iv. cap. 7 fag. 400. 


* [This would be the proper place to mention the pofſage ſaid 
to be in Philo Judzus, (who was contemporary with the apoſ- 
tles,) relating to the chriſtiens in his days, and the methods 
taken by an cmbally from Jeruſalem to prevent the progreſs of 
their rehgon: but though 1 verily beheve the fact to have been 
tine, I « mit it, for reaſons which the reader will nd in a note 
under head three of the next ſermon, — Some other paſlages of 
ancient winters, which Might be very pertinent here, I reſerve 
to mention under ſome 1tollowing heads, and particularly where 
I ſhall ſpeak of the muaculous propagation of the goſpel, in 
Scrm. x. J 
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2, © That there was certainly ſuch a perſon ag 
Jeſus of Nazareth, who was crucified at Jeru. 
ſalem, when Puniius Pilate was the Roman go 
vernor there.” 


It can never be imagined, that multitudes of 
prope ſhould take their name from Chriſt, and 
acrifice their lives for their adharence to him, 
even in the ſame age in which he is ſaid to have 
lived, if they had not bun well aſſured, there was 
ſuch a perſon. Now ſeveral of the authors I have 
mentioned plainly affert, that the chriſtians were 
denominated from Cluilt; nav, Tacitus exprec{ly, 
adds, that he was put to deith under Pontius 
Pilate, who was Pp: ocuratc1 of Jud a, in the Teign 
of Tiberius “.“ And it is well known, that the 
primitive chriſtian apologifls 5 5 appeal to the 
acts of Pilate r, or the memoirs of his govern— 
ment, (which he, according to the cuſtom of other 
procurators, tranſmitted to Rome), as containing 
an account of theſe, tranſactions: and as the ap- 
peal was made to thoſe, who had the command 
of the public records, we may aſſure ourſelves ſuch 
teſtimonies were then extent. But it is a att, 
which our enemies never denied; they owned 1t, 
they even gloried in it, and upbraided the chriſtians 
with it. The Jews therefore in ſonie of their 
earlieſt writings ſince thoſe times, call Jeſus by 
the ignominious name of * the man who was 
hanged, or crucihed,” and his 1 he 
ſervants of the crucified perlon 2.“ And Lucian 
rallies them {or deſerting the pompous train of the 


* Auctor nominis ejus Chriſtus, qui Tiberio imperitante per 
procuiatorem Pentium Pilaium ſupplicio aftctius erat, Iacit. 
ubi lupra. 

Vid. Juſtin. Mart, Afolog. Ofer. fag. 76. & Tertul. Afoleg. 
cap. xxi. 


t Buxtorf, Lexic. Talmud. in Voce hn 
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heathen deities, to worſhip one whom he impiouſ] 

calls“ a crucited impoſtor +.” — Spartian alſo 
aſſures us, that the einperor Alexander Severus 
entertained ſuch high ihougits of Chriſt, “ that 


! 


he would have admitted lum into the number 


8 — — * * 


ol of his deities, and have built a temple to him, I 
nd had not his pagan ſubjects vigoroiily oppoſed | 
m, t . And Porphyry, trough an inveterate 4. 
ve enemy to chriſtianity, not oaly allowed there was 
as ſuch a perſon, but honoured him“ as a moſt wiſe F 
hs and pious man, approved by the gods, and | 

re taken up into heaven for his diſtinguiſhed vir— 

5 tues 7. { might add a great deal more on 

on this head ; but it already appears as certain as 

is ancient hiſtory can make it, and incomparably more 

is certain than moiſt of the facts which it has tranſ— 

2 mitted to us, that there was at the time commonly 

4 ſuppoled ſuch a perion as Chriſt, who profeſſed 

: himſelf a divine teacher, and who gathered many 

5 FT Tov Je ve E451VGU TIGonv HUTOY TpPITHUYNTES® 

Lucian ds Mrrte Peregrini, Oper. Tom. II. pag. 568. [I 

might here introduce a great many other remarkable 


particulars from this writer, which relate to“ the forti- 
| tude of the chtiſtians in bearing ſuſferings, their entire 
| ſubmiſſion to the authority of jeſus, their unparalleled 
| charity to each other, the prophets and meſſengers of 
their churches, and the great progreſs of their religion.” 
All theſe things are mentioned in the P/enutomartir, and 
the Death of Peregrinus, which are undoubtedly Laciar's : 
not to mention thoſe very memorable paſtages in the 
Phil;patris, which is of a much later date. But a parti- 
cular detail of theſe things would ſwell this note to a very 
improper bulk.] 

* Spartian. de Vita Severi, cap. xxix. & xliii. 

+ Euſeb. Demonſlr. Evang. Lib. ili. fag. 134. 

} I ſay nothing of the celebrated paſſage in Joſephus, (Antig. 
Lib. xviii. cap. 4.) becauſe it has been diſputed; though I know no 
conſiderable objettion againſt it, but its being ſo honourable to 
chriſtianity, that one would hardly imagine a Jew could write it. 
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diſciples. by whom his religion was afterwards puh. 
liſhed in the world. 


3. It is alſo certain,“ that the firſt publiſhers 
of this religion wrote books, which con. 
tained an account ot the hte and dottrine of 
Jeſus their Maſter, and which went by the 
name of thole that now make up our New 
Teſtament.” 

It was in the nature of things exceeding pro— 
bable, that what they had ſeen and heard, they 
would declare and publiſh to the world in writ. 
ing (4); conſidering, how common books were 
in the age and countries in which they taught; 
and of how great importance an acquaintance 
with the hiſtory and doctrine of Chriſt was, to the 
purpoles which they ſo ſtrenuouſly purſued : but 
we have much more than ſuch a preſumptive evi- 
dence. 

The greateſt adverſaries of chriſtianity muſt 
grant, that we have books of great antiquity, writ- 
ten ſome fourteen, others fifteen, and ſome ſix- 
teen hundred years ago“, in which mention is 
made of the lite of Chriſt, as written by many, aud 
eſpecially by four of his diſciples, who by way of 
eminence are called the evangeliſts. Great pains 
indeed have been taken to prove, that ſome {puri- 
ous pieces were publiſhed under the names of the 
apoſtles, containing the hiſtory of . theſe things: 
but ſurely this muſt imply, that it was a thing 


(a) 1 John i. 3. 

* Such as Tutian, Irenæ us, Tertullian, Clement Alexandrinus, Ori gen, 
Euſebius, and many others: See Jones of the Canon, Part iv. Intro— 
duct. Juin Martyr's Controverly with Ie, and Origen's with 
Celſus, prove that Jews and heathens allowed, not only that 
there were ſuch books, but that they containcd the religion of 
chriſtians, ; 
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known and allowed, that the apoſtles did write 


ſme narrations of this kind; as counterfeit coin 


implies ſome true money, which it is deſigned to 
repreſent. And I am ſure, he muſt be very little 
acquainted with the ancient eccleſiaſtical writers, 
who does. not know, that the primitive chriſtians 
made a very great difference between thoſe writ- 
ings, which we call the canonical books of the 
New Teſtament, and others; which plainly ſhews, 
that they did not judge of writings, merely by the 
names of their pretended authors, but enquired 
with an accuracy becoming the 1mportance of 
thoſe pretences. The reſult of this enquiry was, 
that the four goſpels, the acts, tlurteen epiſtles of 
Paul, one of Peter, and one of Jolm, were received 
upon ſuch evidence, that Euſebius, a molt accu- 
rate and early critic in theſe things, could not 
learn that they had ever been diſputed *: and at- 
terwards the remaining books of the New Teſta— 
ment, Hebrews, James, the Second of Peter, the 
Second and 'Third of John, Jude, and the Revelation, 
were admitted as genuine, and added to the reil ; 
though ſome circumſtances attending them, render- 
ed their authority for a while a httle dubious. On 
the whole it is plain, the primitive chriſtians were 
ſo ſatisfied in the authority of thele ſacred books, 
that they ſpeak of them, not only as credible and 
authentic, but as equal to the oracles of the Old 
'Feſtament, as divinely inſpired, as the words of 
the Spirit, as the law and organ of God, and as 
the rule of faith, which cannot be contradicted 
without great guilt; with many other expreſſions 
of the like kind, which often occur in their dif- 
courſes. To which I may add, that in ſome of 
their councils, the New Teſtament was placed on a 
throne, to ſignify their concern, that all their con- 


* Fuſeb. Eccleſ. Hiſt, Lid. vi. cap. 25. 
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troverſies and attions might be determined and re. 
gulated by it. 

On the whole then, you ſee, that the primitive 
church did receive certain pieces, which bore the 
ſame titles with the books of our New Teſtament, 
Now I think it is evident, they were as capable of 
judging whether a book was written by Matthew. 
John, or Paul, as an ancient Roman could be of 
determining whether Horace, Tully, or Livy, wrote 
thoſe which go under their names. And I am 
ſure, the intereſt of the former was ſo much more 
concerned in the writings of the apoſtles, than 
that of the latter in the compoſitions of the poets, 
orators, or even their hiſtorians; that there is 
reaſon to believe, they would take much greater 
care to inform themſelves fully in the merits of 
the cauſe, and to avoid being impoſed upon by arti- 
fice and fiftion, Let me now ſhew, 


4. That the books of the New Teſtament have 
been preſerved in the main uncorrupted, to the 
preſent time, in the original language in which 
they were written,” | 


This 1s a matter of vaſt importance, and bleſſed 
be God, it is attended with proportionable evi- 
dence; an evidence, in which the hand of Provi- 
dence ; has indeed been remarkably ſeen; for I am 
confident, that there is no other ancient book in 
the world, which may ſo certainly and fo eaſily, 
be proved to be authentic, 

And here, I will not argue merely from the piety 
of the primitive chriſtians, and the heroic reſolution 
with which they choſe to endure the greateſt extre- 
mities, rather than they would deliver up their Bi- 
bles, (though that © a conſideration of ſome 
evident weight; but ſhall intreat you to conſider 
the utter impoſſibility of corrupting them. From 


Rs EE. * 
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the firſt ages, they were received, and read in 
the churches, as a part of their public worſhip, 
juſt as Moſes and the Prophets were in the Jewith 
ſynagogues; they were preſently ſpread far and 
wide, as the boundaries of the church were 1n- 
crealed; they were early tranſlated into other 
languages, of which tranſlations ſome remain to 
this day, Now when this was the caſe, how 
could they poſhbly be adulterated? Is it a thing 
to be ſuppoſed, or imagined, that thouſands and 
millions ot people ſhould have come together from 
diſtant countries; and that with all their diverſi- 
es of language, and cuſtoms, and I may add, 
of ſentiments too, they ſhould have agreed on cor- 
topting a book, which they all acknowledged to be 
the rule of their faith, and their manners, and 
the great charter by which they held their eternal 
hopes. It were madneſs to believe it: eſpecially 
when we conſider what numbers of heretics ap- 
peared in the very infancy of the church, who all 
pretended to build their notions on ſcripture, and 
molt of them appealed to it as the final judge of 
controverſies; now it is certain, that thele differ- 
ent parties of profeſſing chriſtians were a perpetual 
guard upon each other, and rendered it impolhble 
tor one party, to practiſe groſly on the ſacred 
books, without the diſcovery, and the clamour 
ot the reſt. 

Nor muſt I omit to remind you, that in every 
age, from the apoſtles time to our own, there 
have been numbetleſs quotations made from the 
books of the New Teſtament; and a multitude of 
commentaries in various languages, and ſome of 
very ancient date, have been written upon them: 
So that if the books themſelves were loſt, I believe 
they might in great meaſure, it not entirely, be 
recovered from the writings of others, And one 
might venture to ſay, 2 it all the quotations, 
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which have ever been made from all the ancient 
writings now remaining in Europe, were to be 
maſſed together, the bulk of them would be by 
no means comparable, to that of the quotations 
taken from the New Teſtament alone. So that a 
man might with a much better face diſpute, whe. 
ther the writings aſcribed to Homer, Demoſt- 
henes, Virgil, or Cæſar, be in the main ſuch as 
they left them, than he could queſtion it concern- 
ing thoſe of Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Peter, 
James, and Paul, whether they are in the main 
10. 

I ſay, in the main, becauſe we readily allow, 
that the hand of a printer 6r of a tranſcriber, 
might chance in ſome places to inſert one letter 
or word for another, and the various readings of 
this, as well as of all other ancient books, prove, 
that- this has ſometimes been the caſe. Neverthe- 
leſs thoſe various readings are generally of ſo little 
importance, that he who can urge them as an ob- 
jection againſt the aflertion we are now maintain- 
ing, muſt have little judgement, or little integri- 
ty; and indeed, after thole excellent things which 
have been ſaid on the ſubjett by many detenders of 
chriſtianity, if he have read their writings, he mult 
have little modeſty too, 

Since then it appears, that the books of the 
New Teſtament, as they now fland in the origt- 
nal, are, without any material alteration, ſuch as 
they were, when they came from. the hands of 
the perſons whoſe names they bear, nothing re- 
mains to compleat this part oft the argument, but to 
ithew, 


5. That the tranſlation of them, now in your 
hands, may be depended upon, as in all 
things moit material, agreeable to the ori- 
ginal.“ 


«a wt . © 
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This is a fact, of which the generality of you 
are not capable of judging immediately, yet it is a 
matter of great importance: it is theretore a very 

reat — 2 to me to think, what ample evi- 
ence you may find another way, to make your 
minds- as eaſy on this head, as you could rea- 
ſonably wiſh them. I mean, by the concur- 
rent teſtimony of others, in circumſtances in which 
you cannot imagine they would unite to deceive 

ou. 

b There are, to be ſure, very few of us, whoſe 
office it is publickly to preach the goſpel, who 
have not examined this matter with care, and who 
are not capable of judging in ſo eaſy a caſe, I be- 
lieve you have ſeen few in the place where I now 
ſtand, that could not have told you, as I now 
ſolemnly do, that, on a diligent compariſon of 
our tranſlation with the original, we find that 
of the New Teſtament, (and I might alſo add, 
that of the Old), in the main faithtul and judi- 
cious. You know indeed, that we do not ſcruple 
on ſome occaſions to animadvert upon it; but you 
alſo now, that theſe remarks affett not the funda- 
mentals of religion, and ſeldom reach any farther 
than the beauty of a figure, or at moſt the con- 
nettion of an argument. Nay, I can confidently 
fay, that, to the beſt of my knowledge and re- 
membrance, as there is no copy of the Greek, fo 
neither 1s there any tranſlation of. the New Teſta- 


ment which I have ſeen, whether ancient or mo- 


dern, how detettive and faulty ſoever, from which 
all the principal facts and dottrines of chriſtianity 
might not be learnt, ſo far as the knowledge of 


them is neceſſary to ſalvation, or even to ſome - 


conſiderable degrees of edification in piety. Nor 
do I except from this remark, even that moſt er- 
roneous and corrupt verſion, publiſhed by the 
Engliſh Jeſus at Rheims which is undoubtedly 
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one of the worſt that ever appeared in our tan. 
age. 

But I deſire not, that with reſpect to our own 
tranſlation of the New Teſtament, a matter ot ſo 
great moment as the fidelity of it ſhould reſt on 
my teſtimony alone, or entirely on that of any of 
my brethren, for wlioſe integrity and learning you 
may have the greateſt and juſteſt eſteem. I rejoice 
to ſay, that this 1s a head, on which we cannot 
poſſibly deceive you, if we were ever ſo deſirous to 
doit. And indeed in this reſpett, that is our 
advantage, which in others is our great calamity, 
I mean the diverſity of our religious opinions, It 
is certain, that whereſoever there is a body of dif. 
ſenters from the public eſtabliſhment, who do yet 
agree with their brethren of that eſtabliſhment in 
the uſe of the ſame tranſlation, though they are 
capable of examining it, and judging of it; there is 
as great evidence as could reaſonably be deſired, 
that ſuch a tranſlation is in the main right; for it it 
were in any conſiderable argument corrupted, moſt 
of the other debates would quickly lofe themſelves 
in this: and though ſuch diſſenters had all that 
candor, tenderneſs, aud reſpett for their fellow- 
chriſtians, which I hope we ſhall always endeavour 
to maintain, yet they would, no doubt, think 
themſelves obliged in conſcience to bear a warm 
and loud teſtimony againſt ſo crying an abomi- 
nation, as they would another day appear free from 
the guilt of a confederacy, to poiſon the public 
fountains, and de. roy che fouls of men. But 
we make no complaint on this ſubject; we all unite 
in bearing our teſtimony to the oracles of God, as 
delivered in our own language. Oh that we were 
equally united in regulating our dottrine, and our 
diſc pline, our worſhip, and our practice by 
them! 

You ſee then, on the whole, how much reaſon 
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there is to believe, that the books of the New 
Teſtament, as they are now in your hands, were 
written by thole whoſe names they bear, even 
the firſt preachers and publiſhers of chriſtianity.” 

This is the grand point; and from hence it will 
follow by a train of ealy and natural conſequences, 
that the goſpel is moſt certainly true: but that 
is a topic of argument, abundantly ſufficient 
to furniſh our matter for another diſcourſe, 
May God command his bleſſing on what has been 
already laid before us, that through the operation 
of his Spirit, it may be uſeful for eſtabliſhing our 
regard to the ſcripture, and for confirming our 
faith in that Almighty Redeemer, who is the Alpha 
and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the 
Firſt and the Laſt (a); whom to know 1s life 
everlaſting (0), and in whom to believe is the 
great ſecurity of our eternal ſalvation! Amen. 


(a) Rev. i. 8, 27. (5) John xvii. g. 
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SERMON II. 


THE EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY, DEDUC- 
ED FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT, ALLOW. 
ED TO BE GENUINE. 


os PET. i. 16. 


— WE HAVE NOT FOLLOWED CUNNINGLY DF- 
VISED FABLES,um— 


HEN we are addreſſing ourſelves to an 
audience of profeſſing chriſtians, I think, 
we way reaſonably 22 it for granted, in the main 
cour'e of our miniſtry, that they believe the truth 
of the goſpel, and may argue with them on that 
ſuppoſition. To be ever laying the foundation 
would be the part of an unwiſe builder, and be 
greatly detrimental to your edification and com- 
ort, and I may add, to our own. Nevertheleſs 
chriſtians, we do not deſire, that you ſhould take 
it merely upon our word, that your religion is di- 
vine, and Fw ſcriptures inſpired. We deſire, 
that your faith, as well as your worſhip, ſhould 
be a reaſonable#ſervice (a); and wiſh, that, in this 
reſpett, all the Lord's people were as prophets (56); 
that as every Chriſtian is in his ſphere let 5 the de- 
ence of the goſpel c), each might in ſome mea- 
| fure be able to aſſert its truth, and, if poſſible, to 


(«) Rom. xii, 1, _ (6) Numb. xi. 29. (c) Phil. i. 17. 
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convince gainſayers (a). Therefore, as we are often 
hinting at the chief arguments, on which this ſacred 
cauſe is eſtabliſhed, (eſtabliſhed, I truſt, ſo firmly, 
that the gates of hell ſhall never prevail againſt it; 
(6); fo I thought it might be agreeable and uſe- 
tal, on this occaſion, to (tate them a little more 
largely, in their proper connection, and mutual 
dependence. And I choſe the rather to do it, as 
theſe ſermons are eſpecially intended for young 
people, who in an age in which infidelity ſo much 
abounds, can hardly expect to. pais through the 
world, it they are called to converſe much in it, 
without ſome attacks on their faith; which ma 
be very dangerous, if they are not provided with 
ſome armour of proof againſt them. It is indeed, 
(as I before oblerved), above all things to be de- 
lired, that the heart may be eſtabliſhed with grace 
(c); for we are then moſt ſecure from the danger 
of forgetting God's precepts (d), when they have 
been the bleſſed means of quickening us to a Divine 
life. Yet as other arguments have their uſe, and 
in ſome degree their neceſſity too, I {hall go on 
briefly to propoſe them, 

I beg therefore, that you would renew your 
attention, while I reſume the thread of my diſ- 
courſe, in an entire dependence on the bleſſed 
ſpirit, by whom the goſpel was at firſt revealed and 
confirmed, to add ſucceſs to this humble attempt 
for its ſervice, and for your edifi cation. 

I am now ſhewing you, that chriſtianity, which 
before appeared in theory probable and rational, 
has in fact a convincing evidence; not only that 
it may be, but that it certainly is true as it is cer- 
tain, that the New Teſtament, as now in your 
hands, 1s genuine; and as 1t may with great 
evidence be argued from hence, that the goſpel 


(4) Tit, i. 9. (5) Matt. xvi. 18. (e) Heb. xiii. g. 
d) Plal, cxix. 9g. 
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is a revelation from God. The firſt of theſe points 
I have endeavoured to prove at large; and without 


repeating what I ſaid in confirmation of it, I now 
proceed to ſhew, 


II. That from allowing the New Teſtament 
to be genuine, it will certainly follow, that 
chriſtianity is a Divine revelation.” 


And here a man is at firſt, ready to be loſt in 
the multiplicity of arguments which ſurround 
him. It 1s very eaſy to find proofs; but difficult 
to range and diſpoſe them in ſuch an order, as beſt 
to illuſtrate and confirm each other. Now I chuſe 
to offer them in the following ſeries, which ſeems 
to me the moſt natural, and perhaps may be moſt 
intelligible to you. 

The authors of the books contained in the New 
Teftament were certainly capable of judging con- 
cerning the truth of the facts they atteſted: their 
character, ſo far as we can judge of it by their 
writings, renders them worthy of regard: and 
they were under no temptation to attempt to impoſe 
on the world by ſuch a ſtory as they have given us, 
if it bad been falſe: ſo that conſidering all things, 
there is no reaſon to believe they would attempt it: 
but it they had, they muſt probably have pe- 
riſhed in the attempt, and could never have gained 
credit in the world, had their teſtimony been 
falſe, Nevertheleſs it is certain in fact, that 
they did gain credit, and ſucceed in a moſt amaz- 
ing manner againſt all oppoſition. It is certain 
therefore, that the facts they aſſert were true; and 
if they were true, then it was reaſonable for their 
contemporaries, and is reaſonable for us, to re- 
ceive the goſpel as a Divine revelation; eſpe- 
cially, if we conſider what has happened in the 
world for the confirmation of it, ſince it was firſt 
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propagated by the This is the concluſion, to 


which I was to lead you; and I beg, you would 
ſeriouſly conſider each of the ſteps, by which we 
arrive at it, 


1. It 1s exceeding evident, © that the writers 
of the New Teſtament certainly knew, whe- 


ther the facts they aſſerted were true, or 
falſe.” 


And this they muſt have known for this plain 
reaſon; becauſe they tell us, they did not truſt 
merely to the report, even of perſons whom they 
thought moſt credible; but were preſent them- 
ſelves, when ſeveral of the moſt important facts hap- 
pened, and ſo received them on the teſtimony of 
their own ſenſes. On this St. John, in his epiſtle, 
lays a very great and reaſonable ſtreſs: that which 
we have ſeen with our eyes, and that not only by a 
fudden glance, but which we have attentively 
looked upon, and which even our hands have 
handled of the word of life, ie. of Chriſt and his 
goſpel, declare we unto you (a), 

Let the common ſenſe of mankind judge here. 
Did not Matthew and John certainly know, whether 
they had perſonally and familiarly converſed with 


| Jeſus of Nazareth, or not? Whether he had choſen 


them for his conſtant attendants and apoſtles? 
whether they had ſeen him heal the ſick, diſpoſe 
ſeſs devils, and raiſe the dead? and whether they 
themſelves had received from him ſuch miraculous 
endowments, as they ſay he beſtowed upon them ? 
Did not they know, whether he fell into the 
hands of his enemies, and was publicly put to 
death, or not? Did not John know, wh he 
ſaw him expiring on the croſs, or not? and whe- 
ther he received from him the dying charge which 


(a) 1 John i, 1, g. 
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he records (a)? did he not know, whether he 4; 
him wounded in the ſide with a ſpear, or not? and 


whether he did, or did not ſee, that effuſion ot 


blood and water, which was an infallible argument 
of his being really dead? concerning which, it being 
ſo eme f circumſtance, he adds, he that ſaw it 
beers record, and he knoweth that he ſaith true (5); 
i. e. that it was a caſe, in which he could not poſſibh 
be deceived. And with regard to Chriſl's reſur. 
rection, did he not certainly know, whether he fa 
our Lord again and again; and whether he hand?ed 
his body, that he might be ſure it was not a mere 
phantom? What one circumflance of his life 
could he certainly know, it he were miſtaken in 
this? | 

Did not Luke know, whether he was in the ſhip 
with Paul, when that extraordinary wreck hap- 

ened, by which they were thrown aſhore on the 
itland of Malta? did he not know, whether while 
they were lodged together in the governor's houſe, 
Paul miraculouſly healed one of the family, and 
many other diſeafed perſons in the iſland, as he po- 
ſitively aſſerts that he did (c)? 

Did not Paul certainly know, whether Chriſt ap- 

eared to him on the way to Damaſcus, or not? 

hether he was blind, and afterwards on the 
prayer of a fellow-diſciple received his fight? or was 
that a circumſtance, in which there could be 
room for miſtake? did he not know, whether he 
received ſuch extraordinary revelations, and extra- 
ordinary powers, as to be able, by the impoſition 
of his hands, or by the words ot his mouth, to 
work muracles, and even to convey ſupernatural en- 
dowments to others ? 

To add no more, did not Peter know, Whether 
he ſaw the glory of Chriſt's transfiguration, and 
heard that voice to which he expreſsly refers, 
(4 John xix, 27, (5) John xix. 35. (c) Acts xxvii. 29. 
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when he ſavs in the text, we have not followed 
cunningly deviſed fables, but were eye-wit- 
neſſes of his majeſty, when there came ſuch a 
voice to him; and this voice we heard (a). 

Now Matthew, John, Luke, Paul, and Peter, 
are by far the molt conſiderable writers of the New 
Teſtament; and I am ſure, when you reflect on theſe 
particulars, you muſt own, that there are few 
hiſtorians, ancient or modern. that could ſo cer- 
tainly judge of the truth of the facts they have re- 
lated. You may perhaps think, I have enlarged 
too much in ſtating fo clear a caſe: but you will 
pleaſe to remember, it is the foundation of the 
whole argument; and that this branch of it alone 
cuts off infidels from that retuge, which I believe 
they would generally chule, that of pleading the 
apoſtles were enthuſiaſts; and leaves them ſilent, 
mleſs they will ſay they were impoſtors: for you 
evidently ſee, that could we : ſuppoic theſe facts to 
be lalſe, they could by no means pretend an invo— 
juntary miſtake, but muſt, in the moſt criminal 
and aggravated ſenle, as paul lunſelt expreſles it, 
be found falſe witneiles of God (6). But how 
reaſonable it would be to charge them with fo 
notorious a crime, will in part appear, if we con- 


ider, 


2. That the character of theſe writers, ſo 
far as we can judge by their works, ſeems 
to render them worthy 'of regard, and leaves 
no room to imagine they intended to deceive 


. 


I ſhall not ſtay to ſhew at large, that they ap- 
bear to have been perſons of natural ſenſe, and at 
te time of their writing, of a compoled wind; 


a 2 Pet. i. 16, 18. (6) 1 Cor. xv. 35. 
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for I verily believe, no man that ever read the 
New Teſtament with attention, could believe they 
were. ideots or madmen. Let the diſcourſes of 
Chriſt in the Evangeliſts, of Peter and Paul in the 
Acts, as well as many paſſages in the epiſlles be 
peruſed; and I will venture to ſay, he who is not 
charmed with them, muſt be a ſtranger to all the 
juſteſt rules of polite criticiſm: but he who ſuf. 
pects, that the writers wanted common ſenſe, muſt 
himſelf be moſt evidently deſtitute of it; and he 
who can ſuipett, they might poſſibly be diſtratted, 
muſt himſelf, in this inſtance at leaſt, be juſt as 
mad as he 1magines them to have heen. 

It was neceſſary however juſt to touch upon 
this; becauſe, unleſs we are ſatisfied, that a perſon 
be himſelf in what he writes, we cannot pretend to 
determine his charatter from his writings. Hav- 
ing premiſed this, I muſl intreat you, as you peruſe 
the New Teſtament, to obſerve what evideat marks 
it bears, of ſimplicity and integrity, of piety and 
benevolence; which when you have obſerved, you 
will find them pleading the cauſe of its authors, 
with a reliſtleſs, though a gentle eloquence; and 
powerfully perſuading the mind, that men who 
were capable of writing ſo exceilently well, are 
not, Res gran the ſtrongelt evidence, to be ſuſpected 
of acting ſo deteſlably ill, as we muſt ſuppole they 
did, if in this folemn manner, they were carrying 
on an impoſture, in ſuch circumſtances as attended 
the caſe before us. For, | 


(1). The manner in which they tell their amaz- 
ing ſtory, is moſt happily adapted to gain our be- 
lief. For as they tell it with a great detail of crr- 
cumſtances, which would by no means be prudent 
in legendary writers, Seca it leaves ſo much the 
more room for confutation; ſo they alſo do it 
in the moſt eaſy and natural manner, There is no 


— 
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the air of declamation and harangue; nothing that 
looks like artifice and delign: no apologies, no 


4 encomiums, no characters, no reflections, no 5 

the digreſſions: but the facts are recounted with 4 

be great ſimplicity, juit as they ſeem to have hap- ] 

10t pened; and thole fatts are left to ſpeak for them- T 

the ſelves, and their great author. It is plain, that | 

al. the reſt of theſe writers, as well as the apoſtle 

uſt Paul, did not affect excellency of ſpeech, or flights 

he of eloquence, (as the phraſe ſignifies), but deter- 

ed, mined to know nothing, though amongſt the molt 

26 learned and polite, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, even him that 4 
was crucified {a): a conduct, that is the more to 1 

on be admired, when we conſider how extraordinary a ; 

on theme theirs was, and with what abundant variety of 

'to moſt pathetic declamation it would eaſily have fur- 

Te niſhed any common writer; fo that one would really 

ſe wonder, how they could forbear it. But they right- 

1 ly judged, that a vain affectation of ornament, when 

nd recording ſuch a ſtory as of their own knowledge, 

00 might perhaps have brought their ſincerity into queſ- 


rs, tion, and ſo have rendered the croſs of Chriſt of 
nd none effect (5). 


ho (2). Their integrity does likewiſe evidently ap- 
are pear in the freedom with which they mention thoſe 
ed circumſtances, which might have expoſed their 
oy maſter and themſelves to the greateſt contempt, 


ns | amongſt prejudiced and inconſiderate men; ſuch 
led | as they knew they muſt generally expect to meet 
with—As to their maſter, they ſcruple not to own, 
that his country was infamous (c), his birth and 


7 | cducation mean (d), and his life indigent 25 that 
e- he was moſt diſdainfully rejected by the rulers (7), 
rr- | | E 2 

oy : (a) 1 Cor. 11, I, 2. rt Xotys (b) Cor. i. 17. 
he (% John i. 45. 46. vii. 52. (4) Luke ii. 4—7. 


tj Matt. xiii. 55, Mark. vi. 3. (e) Matt. viii. 20. 
no Luke viii. 3. (7) John vii. 48, 1 Cor. ii. 8. 
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and accuſed of ſabbath-breaking (a), blaſphemy , 


and ſedition (c); that he was reviled by the popu- 
lace, as a debauchee (d), a lunatic (e), and a dizxmo- 
niac (/); and at laſt, by the united rage of both 
rulers and people, was publicly executed as the 
vileſt of malefactors, with all imaginable circum- 
ffances of ignominy, ſcorn, and abhorrence (g: 
nor do they {cruple to own, that terror and dijtre!s 
of ſpirit into which he was thrown by his ſufferings 
(A), though this was a circumſtance at which ſome 
of the heathens took the greateſt offence, as utterly 
unworthy ſo excellent and divine a perſon. As 
to themſelves, the apoitles readily confeſs, not only 
the meannels of their original employments (2); and 
the ſcandals of their former life (/); but their pre- 
judices, their follics, and their faults, after Chriſt 

d honoured them with ſo holy a calling: they ac- 
knowledge their ſlowneſs of apprehenſion 3 ſo 
excellent a teacher (4), their unbelief (/), their co- 
wardice (n), their ambition (u), their rath zeal (o), 
and their toohſh contentions (y). So that on the 
whole, they ſeem every where to forget, that they 
are writing of themſelves, and appear not at all ſo- 
licitous about their own reputation, but only that 
they might repreſent the matter juſt as it was, 
whether they went through honour or diſhonour, 
through evil report or mids report (). Nor is this 
all; for, 9 


(a) John v. 16. ix. 15. (b) Matt. ix. 3. xxvi. 65. John x. 
31— 36. (c) Luke xxili. 2; John xix. 12. (d) Matt. xi. 
19. Luke vii. 34 (e) John x. 20. /) John vii. 20. viii, 
48. Z) Matt. xxvii. 32— 44+ (k) Matt, xxvi. 38. Luke 
Xxxii. 44. Matt. Xxvii. 46. (i) Matt. iv. 18—21. Luke v. 
120. (3) Matt. ix. 9. ic. 3. Luke v. 8. Acts xxii. 4, 5. xxvi. 
11. 1 Tim. 1. 13, 15. (1) Mark 1x. 32. Luke ix. 45. XV 111, 
34. Matt. xvi. 82, 23 (“) Matt. viii. 26, xvii. 20, Markx vi. 
14. Luke xxiv. 25. John xx. 24—27. (n) Matt. xxvi. 56, 
69— 74. Gal. ii. 11—14. (n) Matt. XxX. 20— 24. Mark x. 
35— 44. Luke ix. 46. xxii. 24. 26. (o) Luke ix. 54. Mark ix. 
38. (e) Mark ix. 34. Acts xv. 37-40. (7) 2 Corvi. 8. 
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(J). It is certain, that there are in their writ- 
ings the moſt genuine traces, not only of a plain 
and honeſt, but a moſt pious and devout, a moſt 
benevolent and generous diſpoſition. Thele appear 
eſpecially in the epiſtolary parts of the New Ted. 
ment, where indeed we ſhould moſt reaſonably ex- 
peft to find them: and of theſe I may confidently 
affirm, that the greater progreſs any one has made, 
in love to God (a), in zeal for his glory (4), in a 
ompaſſionate and generous concern for the preſent 
ind future happineſs of mankind (c); the more hum» 
ble (4), and candid (e), and temperate (/), and pure 
) he is; the more ardently he loves truth, and the 
more ſtcadily he is determined to ſuffer the greateſt 
extremity in its defence ; in a word, the more 
lis heart is weaned from the preſent world (i), and 
the more it is fired with the proſpetts of a glorious 
immortality (j); the more pleaſure will he take in 
reading thoſe writings, the more will he reliſh the 

E 3 

) 1 Cor. viii. 3. Tit. iii. 4-7. 1 John iv. 16—21. v. 1-3. 
(>) Rom. vi. 11, 1. X'i. 1. xiv. 7, 8. 1 Cor. vi. 20. . Jt» 
Cor. iv. 13. 1 Pet iv. 11. (c) Acts xx. 20, 21, 31-35. xxvi. 
9. Rom. ix. 1--3- Xii. 8 — 10. xv. 1,2, 1 Cor. x. 24. 2 Cor. 


11-35%. Gal. vi. 10, Pil. ii. 4. 1 Theff. ii. 7, , 1, . 
1 Tim. 11. 1. (d) Rom. xii. 3, 16. 1 Cor. xv. 9, 10. Eph. 


111, 8. Col. 111. 12. x Tim. i. 13, 15. 1 Pet. v 5. le) Rom. 
xiv. 3, 10, 13, 19. XV. 1, 2. 1 Cor. viii. 9—13. xiii. 4—7. Gal. 
v. 22. ( / } Rom. xiii. 13, 14. 1 Cor. ix. 27. Gal. v. 24. 


Col. iii. 3. 2 Pet i. 6. (3) 2 Cor. vii. 1. Phil. iv. 8. 1 Theſl. 
iv. 3, 4. 2 Tim. ii. 21. Heb, x. 22. xii. 14. James 1. 27. 
1 John UL. g. (hk) Acts xx. 23. 2 Cor. i. 12. iv. 3. iii. 8. 
Phil. ii 17, 16. B Tim. iv. 5. (i) 2 Cor. iv. 18. Gal. vi. 
24s . Phil. iv. 4, 14. Col. iii. 2. 1 Tim. vi. 6, 10. Tim. 
n , & 1 ja ii. 1, 16. ) 2 Cor. v. 1-8. Phil. i. 
21—2 3. 2 Tim. i. 12. iv. 8. Tit. ii. 13; 


N. B. Thoſe who are acquainted with the New Teſtament will 
know, that this is but a {mall ſpecimen of the texts which might 
ceal.ly be collected on each of theſe heads: yet were the energy of 
theſe few attentively conſidered, I cannot but think, that every 
well-diſpoſed mind would be deeply ſtruck, and powerfully 
convinced by them. 
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ſpirit which diſcoyers itſelf in them, and find, that 
as face anſwers to face in water, ſo do the traces 
of piety and goodneſs, which appear there, anſwer 
to thoſe which a good man feels in his own ſoul, 
Nay, 1 will add, that the warm and genuine work. 
ings of that excellent and holy W which 
every where diſcovers itſelf in the New Teſta. 
ment, have for many ages been the moſt effectual 
means of ſpreading a ſpirit of virtue and piety 
in the world; and what of it is to be found in 
theſe degenerate days, ſeems principally owing 
to theſe incomparable and truly Divine writings, 

[Where then there are ſuch genuine marks of 
an excellent character, not only in labourcd dif. 
courſes, but in epiſtolary writings, and thoſe 
ſometimes addrefled to particular and intimate 
friends, to whom the mind naturally opens itſelf 
with the greateſt freedom, ſurely no candid and 
equitable judge would lightly believe them to be 
all counterfeit; or would imagine, without ftrong 
proof, that perſons who breathe ſuch exalted ſen- 
uments of virtue and piety, ſhould be guilty of 
any notorious wickedneſs: and in proportion to the 
degree of enormity and aggravation attending 
fuch a ſuppoſed crime, it may juſtly be expected, 
that the evidence of their having really commit— 
ted it, ſhould be unanſwerably ſtrong and con- 
vincing. RES 

Now it is moſt certain, on the principles laid 
down above, that if the teſtimony of the apoſtles 
was falle, they muſt have atted as deteſtable and 
villainous a part, as one can eaſily conceive. To 
be found (as the apoſtle with his uſual energy ex- 
preſſes it), falſe witneſſes of God (a) in any ſin— 
gle inſtance, and folemnly to declare him mirxra— 
culouily to have done, what we know in our own 
conſciences was never done at all, would be an 


(a) 2 Cor, xv. 35» 
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audacious degree of impiety, to which none but 
the moſt abandoned of mankind could arrive. Yet, 
if the teſtimony of the apoſtles was falſe, as we have 
proved, they could not be themſelves miſtaken in it, 
this muſt have been their condutt, and that, not 
in one ſingle inſtance only, but in a thouſand. 
Their life muſt, in effett, be one continued and 
perpetual ſcene of perjury; and all the moſt ſo- 
lemn actions of it, (in which they were ſpeaking 
to God, or ſpeaking of him as the God and Fa- 
ther of Chriſt, from whom they received their 
miſſion and powers), muſt be a moſt profane and 
daring inſult on all the acknowledged pertettions 
of his nature, 

And the inhumanity of ſuch a condutt would, 
on the whole, have been equal to its impiety: for 
it was deceiving men in their moſt important in- 
tereſts, and perſuading them to venture their whole 
future happineſs on the power and fidelity of one, 
whom on this ſuppoſition, they knew to have been 
an impoſtor, and juitly to have ſuffered a capital 

uniſhment tor his crimes, 

It would have been great guilt, to have given 
the hearts and devotions of men ſo wrong a turn, 
even though they had found magiſtrates ready 
to eſpouſe and eſtabliſh, yea, and to inforce the 
religion they taught. But to labour to propa- 
gate it in the midſt of the moſt vigorous and ſe- 
vere oppolition from them, muſt equally inhance 
the guilt, and folly of the undertaking: for by 
this means they made themſelves acceſlary to the 
ruin of thouſands; and all the calamities, which 
fell on ſuch proſelytes, or even on their remoteſt 
deſcendants, for the ſake of chriſtianity, would 
be in a great meaſure chargeable on theſe firſt 
preachers of it, The blood of honeſt, yea, and 
({uppoling them, as you muſt, to have been 1n- 
voluntarily deceived), of pious, worthy, and he- 
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roic perſons, who might -otherwiſe have been the 
greateſt bleſſings to the public, would in effect, 
be crying for vengeance againſt them; and th« 
diſtreſſes of the widows and orphans, which thoſe 
martyrs might leave behind them, would join t« 
{well the account. 

So that on the whole, the guilt of thoſe male. 
factors, who are from time to time the victim; 
of public juſtice, even for robbery, murder, or 
treaſon, is ſmall, when compared with that Which 
we have now been ſuppoling: and corrupt a> 
human nature is, it appears to me utterly impro. 
bable, that twelve men ſhould be found, I will 
not ſay, in one little nation, but even on the 
whole face of the earth, who could be capable o. 
entering into ſo black a contederacy, on any tru. 
whatſoever, 

And now, in this view of the caſe, make a ſr 
rious pauſe, and compare with it, what we har 
juſt been ſaying of the character of the apoſtles o. 
Jeſus, ſo far as an indifferent perſon could con 
jecture it from their writings; and then fav, whe - 
ther you can in your hearts believe them to hav: 
been theſe abandoned wretches, at once the 1. 

roach and aſtoniſhment of mankind ? You cauns: 
Lady believe ſuch things of any, and much lets 
of them; unleſs it ſhall appear, they were in ſome 
peculiar circumſtances of ſtrong temptation; ani 
what thoſe circumſtances could be, it is difficult 
even for imagination to conceive. 

But hiſtory is ſo far from ſuggeſting any un- 
thought-of fatt to help our imagination on this 
head, that it bears ſtrongly the contrary way; 
and hardly any part of my work is eaſier, than to 


ſhe w, 


9.“ That they were under no temptation to 
forge a ſtory of this kind, or to publiſh it to 
the world, knowing it to be falſe.“ 
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They could reaſonably expect no gain, no re- 
putation by it: But on the contrary, ſuppoſing it 
an impoſture, they muſt, with the moſt ordinary 
ſhare of prudence, have foreſeen infamy and ruin, 
as the certain conſequences of attempting it. For 
the grand foundation of their ſcheme was, that 
Jeſus of Nazareth, who was cruciſied at Jeruſalem 
by the Jewiſh rulers, was the Son of God, and 
the Lord of all things., I appeal to your conſci— 
ences, whether this looks at all like the contrivance 
of artful and deſigning men. It was evidently 
charging upon the princes of their country the moſt 
criminel and aggravated murder; indeed, all things 
conſidered, the moſt enormous att of wickednels, 
which the fun had ever ſeen. "They might there- 
fore depend upon it, that thele rulers would imme— 
diately employ all their art and power, to contute 
their teſtimony, and to deitroy their perſons. Ac- 
cordingly one of them was preſently ſtoned (a), and 
another quickly after beheaded (5); and moſt of the 
xeſt were ſcattered abroad into range cities. (c), 
where they would be ſure to be received with great 
prejudices raiſed againſt them amongſt the Jews by 
reports from Jeruſalem“, and vaſtly ſtrengthened 


(a) Acts vii. 59. (5) Ads xit. 2. (e) Acts viii. 1, 
4. xi. 19. 


* [ I do not here mention P Judæus, as ſpeaking 
of „ an embaſſy ſent from the Jezes in his early days, 
to their brethren in all parts of the world, exhorting 
them to reſiſt the 3 of chriſtianity.” For though 
Biſhop Atterbury aſſerts, that there is ſuch a paſlage, 
(Serm. Vol. 1. pag. 117). I have never bcen able to 
find, or to hear of it; and therefore am ready to be- 


lieve, it was a very pardonable flip of his lordſhip's 


memory, and that the paſſage he intended to refer to, 
was a very celebrated and important one in Juſtin Mar- 
tyr's Dialogue with Ihle the eau, in which he ex- 
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by the expettations of a temporal Meſſiah; ex. 
pectations, which, as the apolties knæw by their 
own experience, it was excecding difficult to root 
out of men's minds; expettations, which would 
render the doctrine of Chriſt crucihed, an inſepara- 
ble ſtumbling-block to the Jews (a). 

Nor could they expett a much better reception 
amongſt the Gentiles; with whom their buſine!; 
was, to perſuade them to renounce the Gods of 
their anceſtors, and to depend on a perſon who 
had died the death of a malefactor and a ſlave; to 
perſuade them to forego the pompous 1dolatries in 
which they had heen educated, and all the ſenſual 
indulgences with which their religion, (if it might 
be called a religion), was attended, to worſhip ons 
inviſible God through one mediator, in the molt 
plain and ſimple manner; and to receive a ſet of 


preſsly afſerts ſuch a fact, in a manner which his in- 
tegrity and good ſenſe would never have permitted, 
had he not certainly known it to be true. For he ad- 
dreſſes the learned Few, with whom he was diſputing, 
in theſe memorable words, Ov NH & HETEVINTATE TY os 
palit XKAXO0IS HAAX avipas exArxles amo Te ETHANK ,- 
panvor Tole t tis Wag Thy yu, AEYevits, f, & Jeov 
Xgig1avwy Tenverai, sft Ta ame nah” vuwy ot ay- 
youyles ng Daves Arygcoy. © You were ſo far from re- 
penting of the crime you had committed, (in crucifying 
Chriſt), that you ſent choſen men of the moſt diſtin- 
85 ed character all over the world, repreſenting the 

8 as an Atheiſtical Se, and charging us with 
th * things which the ignorant Heathens object 
againſt us. uſtin, Mart. Dialog. cum Tryph. pag. 
172, Thith.—F:oebius, and Drive, have both — 
tioned the ſame fact, which is in itſelf very probable; 
and there may poſſibly be ſome reference to it, A4. 
XXViil. 22. where the Tewws at Rome ſay, As concerning 
this Set (of Chriſtianity ), aue kniw that it is every where 
Spoken againſt}. | 
(a) 1 Cor, i. 23. 
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precepts, moſt directly calculated to controul and 
reſtrain, not only the enormities of mens attions, 
but the irregularities of their hearts. A moſt 
dificult undertaking! and to engage them to this, 
they had no other arguments to bring, but ſuch as 
were taken from the views of an inviſible ſtate of 
happineſs, or miſery, of which they aſſerted their cru- 
eified Jeſus to be the ſupreme diſpoſer ; who ſhould 
another day diſpenſe his bleſſings, or his venge- 
ance, as the. goſpel had been embraced, or re- 
jetted, Now could it be imagined, that men 
would eaſily be perſuaded, merely on the credit of 
their affirmation, or in compliance with their 
importunity, to believe things which to their pre- 
judiced minds would appear ſo improbable, and 
to ſubmit to impoſitions, to their corrupt inclina- 
tions ſo inſupportable? And if they could not per- 
ſuade them to it, what could the apoſtles then ex- 
pect? what, but to be inſulted as fools or mad- 
men, by one ſort of people; and by another, to be 
perſecuted with the moſt ſavage and outrageous cru- 
elty, as blaſphemers of the gods, as ſeducers of 
the people, and as diſturbers of the public peace? 
All which we know accordingly happened (a): 
nay, they aflure us, that their Lord had often 
warned them of it (6); and that hey themſelves ex- 
pected it (c), and thought it neceſſary to admoniſh 
their followers to expect it too (4): and it appears, 


(a) [Compare Acts v. 40. vii. 57. 53. viii. 1. ix. 1, 2. xxvi. 
10, 11. IX. 23, 24 Nth, 1—4. Kili. 50. iv. 5, 19. Xvi. 
19—24. Xvii. 5—8. Xviii. 22, 13. XX. 3. XXI. 29, 28, Xxii. 
22. Xxiii. 14. all which texts relate to the perſecutions of the 
chriſtians, either by Jews or Gentiles: and compare all the ſcrip- 
tures cited in the laſt note on this ſermon.) 

(5) Matt. x. 16—25. xxiii. 34. Mark Xx. 29, 30, 39. Luke 
Xiv. 27. Xx xi. 12, 17. John xv. 20, 21. Xvi. 2—33. XX1. 18, 
19. Acts ix. 16. (c) Acts 20. 23, 24, xXi.13- 1 Cor. 3 
2 Cor xii. 10. x Thell. iii. 3, 4. 2 Tim. iv. 6. {d) Acts 
xiv. 22. 2 Tim. iii. 12. iv. 3. James v. 20, 11. 1 Pet il. 30, 


23 i. 1, 12—16. v. 9. 
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that far from drawing back upon that account, as 
they would ſurely have done if they had been 
governed by ſecular motives, they become fo much 
the more zealous and courageous, and encouraged 
each other to reſiſt even to blood (e). Now as this 
is a great evidence of the integrity and piety of 
their charatter, and thus illuſtrates the former 
head; ſo it ſerves to the purpoſe now immediately 
in view, ie. it proves how improbable it is, that 
any perſon of common ſenſe ſhould engage in an 
impoſture, from which (as many have juſtly obſecy.. 
ed,) they could, on their oon principles, have 
nothing to expect, but ruin in this world, and 
damnation in the next. When, therefore, we con— 
ſider, and compare their character, and their cir. 
cumſtances, it appears utterly improbable on various 
accounts, that they would have attempted in this 
article to impoſe upon the world. But ſuppoſe, 
that in conſequence of ſome unaccountable, as 
well as undiſcoverable frenzy, they had ventured 
on the attempt, it is eaſy to ſhew, 


4+ © That humanly fpeaking, they muſt quick- 
ly have periſhed in it, and their fooliſh cauſe 
muſt have died with them, without ever gain- 
ing any credit in the world,” 


One may venture to ſay this in general, on the 
principles which I before laid down: but it ap- 
pears ſtill more evident, when we conſider the 
nature of the fact they aſſerted, in conjunction with 
the methods they took to engage men to believe it: 
methods, which had the apoſtles been impoſtors, 
muſt have had the moſt direct tendency to ruin both 
their ſcheme and themſelves, 


A * 
„e! Heb. xi. 4. 
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(1) Let us a little more particularly refle& on 
the nature of that grand fati, the death, reſur- 
reftion and exaltation of Chriſt; which, as I ob- 
ſerved, was the great foundation of the Chriſtian 
ſcheme, as firſt exhibited by the apoſtles. The 
reſurrection of a dead man and his aſcenſion into, 
and abode in the upper world, was ſo ſtrange a 
thing, that a thouſand objections would immedi— 
ately be raiſed againſt it; and ſome extrordinary 

roof would juſtly be required as a balance to them, 
Now I viſh the rejecters of the goſpel would let theme 
ſelves to invent ſome hypotheſis, which ſhould have 
any appearance of probability, to ſhew how ſuch an 
amazing ſtory ſhould ever gain credit in the world, if 
it had not ſome very convincing proof. Where, and 
when, could it firſt begin to be received? Was it in 
the ſame, or a ſucceeding age? was it at Jeruſalem, 
the ſpot of ground on which it is faid to have 
happened, or in Greece, or Italy, or Aſia, or 
Aﬀtca? You may change the ſcene, and the 
time, as you pleaſe, but you cannot change the 
difficulty. 

Take it in a parallel inſtance. Suppoſe twelve 
men in London were now to affirm, that a perſon 
executed there as a malefactor in a public manner, 
a month or fix weeks ago, or if you pleaſe, a 
year, or five, or ten years ſince, (for it is much 
the ſame), was a prophet ſent from God with ex- 
traordinary powers, that he was raiſed from the 
dead, that they converſed with him after his re- 
vival, and at laſt ſaw him taken up into heaven; 
would their united teſtimony make them be be- 
lieved there? Or ſuppoſe them, if you pleaſe, 
to diſperſe, and that one or two of them ſhould 
come hither, and go on to more diſtant places, ſup- 
pole Leiceſter, Nottingham, or York, and tell 
their ſtory there; and that others were to carry it 
over to Paris, or Amfterdam, or to Vienna, or 
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Madrid: could they expect any more credit witl 
us, or with them; or hope for any thing better, 
than to be looked tpon as lunatics, and treated as 
ſuch? And if they ſhould go into other places, 
and attempt to mend their ſcheme, by ſaying their 
maſter was put to death 100, or 200 years ago, 
when there could be no hiſtorical evidence of it 
diſcovered, and no proof given but their own con— 
fident aſſertion: would they remove, or. would 
they not rather increaſe, the difficulty? Or 
would they, in any of theſe caſes, gain credit b 
the moſt dextrous tricks of legerdemain, of which 
you can ſuppoſe them maſters? eſpecially if they 
ſhould undertake, in conſequence of ſuch ſuppoſed 
facts, to engage men to renounce the religion in 
which they had been educated; to deny themſelves 
in their deareſt paſſions, and moſt important 
worldly intereſts; and even, probably, to hazard 
their hberties and their lives, in dependance on 
a future reward, to be received in a place and 
ſtate, which no man living on earth had ever ſeen 
or known? You would readily allow this to be an 
inſuppolable caſe: and why ſhould you ſuppoſe 
it to have happened ſixteen or ſeventeen huudred 
years ago? You may aſſure yourſelves that the 
reaſon, and the paſſion of mankind, ve then as 
ſtrong, as they are now,—But let us a little more 
particularly conſider, 


(2.) The manner, in which the apoſtles under- 
took to prove the truth of their teſtimony to this 
fact; and it will evidently appear, that inſtead of 
confirming their ſcheme, it muſt have been ſuffici- 


ent utterly to have overthrown it, had it been itſelf | 


the moſt probable 1mpoſture that the wit of man 
could ever have contrived. —You know, they did 
not merely aſſert, that they had ſeen muracles 
wrought by this Jeſus, but that he had endowed 
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themſelves with a variety of miraculous powers. 
And theſe they undertook to diſplay, not in ſuch 
idle and uſeleſs tricks as fleight of hand might per- 
form, but in ſuch ſolid and important works, as ap- 
peared worthy a divine interpoſition, and entirely 
ſuperior to human power: reſtoring, as they pre— 
tend, ſight to the blind, ſoundneſs to lepers, acti— 
vity to the lame, and in ſome inſtances, life to the 
dead. Nor were theſe things undertaken in a 
corner, in a circle of friends, or dependants ; 
nor were tlicy ſaid to be wrought on ſuch, as might 
be ſuſpetted of being conlederates in the fraud; but 
they were done often in the public ſtreets, in the 
ſight of enemics, on the perſons of ſuch, as were 
utter ſtrangers to the apoſtles, but ſometimes well 
known to neighbours and ſpectators, as having 
long laboured under theſe calamittes, to human 
kill utterly incurable (a). Would impoſtors have 
wade ſuch pretenſions as theſe? Or 1t they had, 
muſt they not immediately have been expoled and 
ruined? 

Nor is there any room at all to object, that per- 
haps the apoſtles might not undertake to do theſe 
things on the ſpot, but only aſſert they had done 
them eliewhere: for even then, it would have been, 
:mpoſhble they ſhould have gained credit; and they 
would have ſeemed the lets credibie, on account 
ot ſuch a pretence. Whatever appearances there 
might have been of gravity, integrity and piety, 
in the converſation ot Peter, (tor inſtance), very 
tew, clipecially few that had known but little of 
him, would have taken it upon his word, that he 
ſaw Jelus raile Lazarus from the dead at Bethany: 
But fewer yet would have believed it upon his 
afhrmation, had it been ever ſo folemn, that he 


F 2 


(2) Acts iii. 1-10. v. 15, ix. 33— 42. xiv. 810, XIX, 11, 
12, XX. 9—12. XXVII. 79. 
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had himſelf raiſed Dorcas at Joppa; unleſs he had 
done ſome extraordinary work before them, cor. 
reſpondent at leaſt, if not equal to that. You will 
eafily think of invincible objettions, which other. 
wiſe might have been made; and undoubtedly, the 
more ſuch aſſertions have been multiplied, every 
new perſon; and ſcene, and fact, had been an 
additional advantage given to the enemy, to have 
detected and confuted the whole ſcheme, which 


eſtabliſh, 

But to come ſtill cloſer to the point: if the New 
Teſtament be genuine, (as I have already proved it), 
then it is certain, that the apoſtles pretend to have 
wrought miracles in the very preſence of thoſe, to 
whom their writings were addrefled; nay more, 
they profeſs likewiſe to have conterred thoſe nura- 
culous gifts, in ſome conſiderable degrees, on others 
(a), even on the very perſons to whom they write; 
and they appeal to their conſciences as to the truth 
Of it, And could there poſſibly be room for de- 
luſion here? It is exceedingly remarkable to this 
purpoſe, that Paul makes this appeal to the Co- 
Tinthians (b), and Galatians (c), when there were 
amongſt them ſome perſons diſaffected to him, who 
were taking all opportunities to fink his character, 
and deſtroy his influence: And could they have 
wiſhed for a better opportunity, than ſuch an ap— 
peal? An appeal, which, had not the fact it ſup- 
poled been certain, far from recovering thofe that 
were wavering in their eſteem, muſt have been 
{ufhcient utterly to diſguſt his moſt cordial and 
ſteady friends. And the ſame remark may be 
applied to the advices and reproots, which the 
apoſtle there gives, relating to the ule and abule 


(a) Acts viii. 19. xix. 6. (3) 2 Cor: i. 5, 7. ii. 4, 5+ in. 8. 
X11, 8—11, 28— 30. xiv. 1 18, 26, & ſeq. 2 Cor. xi. 57 6. xii. 
12, 1. Xii. 3, 10. (c) Cal. ini. 2, 5. 


Peter and his aflociates had thus endeavoured to 
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of their ſpiritual gifts (d); which had been moſt 
notoriodfly abſurd, and even ridiculous, had not 
the chriſtians to whom he wrote, been really 
poſleſſed of them. And theſe gifts were ſo plainly 
ſupernatural, that (as it has often been obſerved), 
if 1t be allowed, that miracles can prove a Divine 
revelation, and that the firſt epiſtle to the Corinthi- 
ans be genuine, (of which, by the way, there 1s 
at leaſt as pregnant evidence, as that any part of 
the New Teſtament is ſo *), then it follows by a 
ſure and ealy conſequence, that chriſtianity is true. 
Nevertheleſs other arguments are not to be forgot 
in this ſurvey. And therefore, as I have proved 
under this head, that had the teſtimony of the 
apoſtles been falſe, it is not to be imagined, that 
they could have gained credit at all; and eſpecially, 
when they had put the proof of their cauſe on ſuch 
a footing, as we are ſure they did; I am now ta 
ſhew you, 


3. That it is certain in fact, that the apoſtles 
did gain early credit, and ſucceeded in a moſt 
wonderful manner;” from whence it will 
follow, that their teſtimony was true. 


That the apoſtles did indeed gain credit in the 
world, is evident, from what I before offered to 
prove the early prevalence of chriſtianity in it; and 
may farther be confirmed, from many pallages in 
the New Teſtament. And here, I inſiſt not ſo much 


v3 
(4) 1 Cor xii. 17. xiv. fer tot. 


* I cannot but look upon it as a kind and remarkable provi- 
dence to this purpole, that there 1s ſtill extant an epiſtle of Cle- 
mens Romanus to the church at Corinth, probably written before 
the year of Chriſt 50, in which he plainly refers to 1 Cor, i. 12, 
in what he cites from an epiltle of Paut written to them by the 
Spirit at his firit preaching the Golpel among them.” Clem. 
Epiſt. 1. ad. Cor. 5. 47. 
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on expreſs hiſtorical teſtimonies, though ſome of 
them are very remarkable; eſpecially that of the 
brethren at Jeruſalem, who ſpeak of many myriads 
of believing Jews aſſembled at the Feaſt of Pentecoſt 
(a). But I argue from the epiſtles written to ſeve. 
ral churches, which plainly prove, that there were 
congregations of chriflians in Rome, Corinth, Ephe. 
ſus, Coloſſe, Thellalonice, mus Loadicea (%, 
Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, 
(cc), Crete (d), Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Aſia, 
and Bithynia (e), and many other places; inſo— 
much that one of the apoſtles could ſay, that Chriſt 
had ſo wrought by him, to make the Gentiles obe- 
dient, not only in word or profeſſion, but in deed 
too, that from Jeruſalem, even round about unto 
Illyricum, he had fully preached the goſpel of Chriſt 
V, or as the word imports +, had accompliſhed the 

urpoſes of it. And there is a great deal of reaſon, 
both from the nature of the thing, and from the 
teſtimony of ancient hiſtory r, to believe, that 
others of the apoſtles had conſiderable ſucceſs elſe. 
where: ſo that Paul might with reaſon apply to 
them and their doctrine, what is originally ſpoken 
of the luminaries of heaven and the inſtruttion 
they communicate, their line is gone out through 
all the earth, and their words to the ends of the 
world (I). 

So great was the number of thoſe, who were 
prolelyted to chriſhanity by the preaching of the 
apoſtles: and we have all imaginable realon to 
believe, that there were none of all theſe proſe- 
lytes, but what were fully perſuaded of the truth 


(a) Acts xxi. 20. (2) Col. iv. 16. (c) Rev. 
fü. and iii. (4) Tit. i. 5. le) 1 Pet. i. 1. (7) Rom. 
XV. 18. 19. t TIETAEE WHEVHE I» ' I Euſeb. Hiſtor. 
Eccleſ. lib. iii. cap. 1. (5) Compare Rom, x, 18. and 
Pfal. xix. 4- 
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of the teſtimony they bore; for otherwiſe, no ima. 
ginable reaſon can be given for their entering 
themſelves into ſuch a profeſſion. The apoſtles 
had no ſecular terrors to affright them, no 1 
rewards to bribe them“, no dazzling eloquence 
to enchant them (a); on the contrary, all theſe 
were in a powerful manner pleading againſt the 
apoſtles: yet their teſtimony was received, and 
their new converts were ſo thoroughly ſatisfied with 
the evidence which they gave them of their miſſion, 
that they encountered great perſecutions, and cheer- 
fully ventured eſtate, liberty and life itſelf, on 
the truth of the facts they aſſerted; as plainly ap- 
pears from many paſſages in the epiſtles, which 
none can think the apoſtles would have ever writ, 
if theſe firſt chriſtians had not been in a perſecuted 
condition (6), 

Nor will it ſignify any thing to object, that moſt 
of theſe converts were perſons of a low rank, and 
ordinary education, who therefore might be more 
eaſily impoſed upon than others: for (not to men- 
tion Sergius Paulus, Dionyſius the Areopagite, or 
the domeſtics of Cæſar's houſhold, with others of 
ſuperior ſtations in life, it is fufficient to remind 
you, that, as I have largely ſhewn, the apoſtles 
did not put their cauſe on the iſſue of laboured ar- 
guments, in which the populace might quickly have 


* As for the diſtribution of goods in Judza, it is plain it 
was peculiar to that time and country; and the extraordinary 
perſecution, which from the very infancy of chriſtianity prevailed 
there, was more than an equivalent tor any advantage, which the 
pooreſt of the people could gain by it, I did not therefore think 
it neceſſary to mention it. 


(a) 1 Cor i. 17. ii. 1, 4, 13. 2 Cor. x. 10. xi. 6. (?) Rom, 
viii. 36. 1 Cor. iv. 11— 13. xv. 29— 32. 2 Cor. i. 8, 9. iv, 
8—11. vi. 4, 5, 9. xi. 29—27. Gal. vi. 17. Phil. i. 28—30, 
1 Theſſ. i. 6. ii. 14, 13. 2 lhefl. i. 4—7. 2 Tim. i. 8. ii. 3, 
9, 12, 13. iii. 11, 12. Heb. x. 32—g4. James ii. 6.v. 10, 11. 
1 Pet, ii. 19, 20. iii. 14—17. iv. 1, 12—16. Rev, ii. 10, 13, 
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been entangled and loſt, but on fuch plain facts, 
as they might judge of as eaſily and ſurely, as any 
others; indeed, on what they themſelves ſaw, and 
in part too, on what they felt. 


Now I apprehend, this might be ſufficient to 


bring the matter to a fatisfaftory concluſion, You 


have ſeen, that as there is no reaſon to believe, 


that the apoſtles, who certainly knew the truth, 
would have attempted a fraud of this kind; 
ik they had attempted it, they could not poſlibly 
have ſucceeded;—nevertheleſs they did ſucceed in a 
very remarkable manner; whence 1t plainly 
tollows, that what they teſtified was true, 

And now then, after this, the reaſonableneſs 
of receiving the goſpel, on admitting the truth of 
what they teſtified concerning Chriſt, is an eaſy 
conſequence, —Yet ſome things are to be offer. 
ed under this head, which are of great weight, and 
would not fo convenienily have fallen under any 
of the former: and ſome conſiderable additional 
evidence to the truth of chriſtianity ariſes, from 
what has happened in the world, ſince its firſt 
propagation. And therefore I chulſe rather to 
make a diſtinét diſcourſe on theſe, with the im— 
- provement of the whole, than to throw together the 

Tha of them, in ſo haſty a manner as I muſt do, 
ſhould I attempt to diſpatch the ſubject in this diſ- 
courſe, the juſt limits of which I have already 
tranſgreſſed, leſt the great chain of the argument 


thould be broken, 


lo | 
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ADDITIONAL EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY, 
AND REFLECTIONS ON THE W HOLE, 


2 PET, i. 16. 


— E HAVE NOT FOLLOWED CUNNINGLY DE- 
VISED FABLES, 


S I had before proved the books of the New 
Teſtament to be genuine, I proceeded in m 
lalt diſcourſe, to argue from thence the certain wath 
of the chriſtian revelation; and we have made ſome 
conſiderable progreſs in the argument. 

The matter in thort ſtands thus. The au- 
thors of the New Teſtament certainly knew, whether 
the facts they aſſerted were true, or falſe; ſo that 
they could not themſelves be deceived : Neither 
can we think they would attempt to deceive others, 
ſince they appear by their manner of writing, to 
have been perſons of great integrity and good- 
neſs; and it is hkewiſe evident, they could 
have no temptation to attempt a fraud of this na- 
ture: however, it they had attempted it, we 
cannot imagine they could have gained credit in the 
world, if the facts they aſſerted had not been 
true ;—nevertheleſs they did gain credit in a very 
remarkable manner; from whence it plainly fol- 
lows, that thoſe facts were true, Now I am to 
ſhew farther, to compleat the proof of our grand 
propoſition, 


58 or THE EVI DEN CES OF 


6. That admitting the facts which they teſti. 
ned concerning Chriſt to be true, then it was 
rea ſonable for their contemporaries, and is 
reaſonable for us, to receive the goſpel Which 
they have tranſmitted to us, as a Divine reve— 
lation. 


The great thing they aſſerted was, that Jeſus 
was the Chriſt, and that he was proved to be fo,— | 


by prophecies accomplithed in him, —and by mira— 
cles wrought by him, and by others in his name. 
Let us attend to each of theſe, and I am perſuaded 
we ſhall find them no contemptible arguments; 
but muſt be forced to acknowledge, that the pre- 
miſes being eſtabliſhed, the concluſion, moſt eaſily 
and neceſſarily follows: and this concluſion, that 
Jeſus is the Chriſt, taken in all its extent, is an 
abſtratt of the goſpel revelation, and therefore is 
ſometimes put for the whole ot it (a). 


The apoſtles, eſpecially when diſputing with the 
Jews, did frequently argue from“ the prophecies 
oft the Old Teſtament;“ in which, they ſay, many 
things were expreſly foretold, which were moſt 
literally and exactly tulfilled in Jeſus of Nazareth (G). 
Now, greatly to the evidence, confirmation, and 
advantage of chriſtianity, ſo it is, that theſe pro- 
phecies are to this day extant in their original lan— 
guage; and this, in the hands of a people, moll 
implacably averſe to the golpel: ſo that, an atten- 
tive reader may flill, in a great meaſure, ſatisfy 
himſelf, as to the validity of the argument drawn 
trom them. 

On ſearching theſe ancient and important records, 
we find, not only in the general, that God in— 


(a) Acts vill. 37. ix. 22. XVii, g. xviii. 5. 1 John ii. 22. v. 1, 
(3) Acts ii. 2g—g1. iii. 18—25, vii. 37. viii. 35. X. 43. Xi, 
23, 27, 32—37, 40% 41. xvii. 2, 3. XXVI. 22, 23, 27. XXVill, 23. 
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tended to raiſe up for his people an illuſtrious de- 
liverer, who, amongſt other glorious titles, is ſome- 
times called the Meſſiah, or the anointed one (a): 
but we are more particularly told, that this great 
eventgſhould happen, before the government ceaſed 
in the tribe of Judah (5); while the ſecond temple 
was ſtanding (c); and a little before its deſtruttion, 
about 499 years after a command given to rebuild 
Jeruſalem (4d); which was probably iſſued out in 
the ſeventh year of Artaxerxes Longimanus, or at 
leaſt within a few years before, or after it, It is 
predicted, that he ſhould be the ſeed of Abraham 
(e), born of a virgin, of the houſe of David (/), 
in the town of Bethlehem (g); that he ſhould be 
anointed with an extraordinary effuſton of the Di- 
vine Spirit (/), in virtue of which, he ſhould not 
only be a perfect and illuſtrious example of univer- 
ſal holineſs and goodneſs (i), but ſhould alſo per- 
form many extraordinary and beneficial miracles 
J); nevertheleſs, that, for want of external pom 

and ſplendour, he ſhould be rejected and inſult. 
ed by the Jews (4), and at length be cut off and 
{lain by them (7). It is added, that he ſhould ariſe 
from the dead before his body ſhould be corrupted 
in the grave (n); and ſhould be received up to 
heaven, and there feated at the right hand of God 
(); from whence he ſhould in a wonderful man- 
ner, pour out his Spirit on his followers (o); in 
conſequence of winch, though the body of the 
Jewiſh people periſhed in their obſtinate oppoſi- 
tion to him (), yet the Gentiles ſhould be brought 


(a) Dan. ix. 25, 26. Pal. ii. 2. (4) Gen, xlix. 10. (c) Hag. 
ii. 7, 9. % Dan, ix. 25—27. (e) Gen, xii, 3. xviii, 18. 
xxii. 18. (f) Ifa. vii, 14. Xi. 1. Jer. xxiii. 5,6, (g) Mic, 
v. 2. (4) lia, zii. 1. Ini, 1. (1) Iſa, xlil. 1. 4. liii. 9. 
Pſal, xlv. 7. (/) Iſa. xxxv. 3, 6. (A) Iſa. ii. 2—4. (0 Ia, 
lin. 7—9. Dau. ix. 26. ( Pal, xvi, 9, 10. Iſa. xxvi. 
19. liii. 10—12. (n) Pſal, xvi, 11, cx. 1, (e Joel ii. 28, 
29. D) IIa. vi. 9, 10. XXiX. 10. xlix. 4, 5, Nil. 1. 1xv. 2 
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to the knowledge of the true God (a), and a king- 
dom eſtabliſhed amongſt them, which from ſmal] 
beginnings ſhould ſpread itſelf to the ends of the 
earth, and continue to the remoteſt ages (5). 

Beſides theſe moſt material circumſtances, there 
were ſeveral others relating to him, which were 
either expreſly foretold, or at leaſt hinted at; all 
which, with thoſe already mentioned, had ſo evi- 
dent an accompliſhment in Jeſus, (allowing the truth 
of the facts which the apoſtles teſtified concerning 
him), that we have no reaſon to wonder, that they 
ſhould receive the word with all readineſs, who 
ſearched the ſcriptures daily, whether theſe things 
were ſo predicted there, as the apoſtles athrmed (c). 
For I am perſuaded, that no wiſe and religious 
perſon could imagine, that God would permit an 
impoſtor to ariſe, in whom ſo great a variety ot 
predictions, delivered by ſo many different perſons, 
and in ſo many diſtant ages, ſhould have an exact 
accompliſhment. 

When the apoſtles were preaching to heathens, 
it is indeed true, that they generally waved the 
argument from prophecy, becauſe they were not 
ſo capable judges of it: but then they inſiſt on 
another, which might as ſoon captivate their be- 
lief, and as juſtly vindicate it, I mean, * the 
miracles pertormed by Chriſt, and thoſe com- 
miſſioned and influenced by him.” Many of 
theſe were of ſuch a nature, as not to admit of 
any artifice or deceit; eſpecially, that moſt ſig- 
nal one of his reſurrection from the dead, winch I 
may call a miracle performed by, as well as upon 
Chriſt; becauſe he fo ex reſly declares, that he 
had himſelf a power to reſume his life at pleaſure 


(a) Pfal, ii. 8. xxij. 27. Ixxxvi. 9. Ia. ii. 2, g. xi. 10. xlii. 
1, 4, ©, 7. XIV. 22. xlix. 6—12. Mal. i. 11. (“) Dan. ii. 
44. ». 13, 14, 27. (e) Ach xvii. 11. 
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(a). The apoſtles well knew, this was a fact of 
ſuch a nature, that they who believed this, would 
never doubt of the reſt: they therefore often ſingle 
this out, and lay the whole ſtreſs of their cauſe 
upon it (5). This they proved to be true, by their 
own teſtimony miraculouſly con{rmed; and in prov- 
ing this, they eltabliſh chriſtianity on an impreg- 
nable rock. For I may ſafely refer it to any of 
you to judge; whether it is an ws any thing, 
that God ſhould raiſe the dead body of an impoſtor; 
eſpecially when he had ſolemnly appealed to ſuch 
a reſurrection, as the grand proof of his miſſion, 
and had expreſly fixed the very day on which it 
was to happen (c). 


I perſuade myſelf you are convinced by all this, 
that they who on the apoſtles teſtimony believed, 


that the prophecies of the Old Teſtament were ac- 


compliſhed in Jeſus, and that God bore witneſs to 
him by miracles, and raiſed him trom the dead, had 
abundant reaſon to believe that the doctrine which 
Chriſt taught was Divine, and his goſpel a reve- 
lation from heaven. And it they had reaſon to 
admit this concluſion, then 1t 1s plain, that we, 
who have ſuch ſatisfactory evidence, on the one 
hand, that the teſtimony of the apoſtles was credible, 
and on the other, that this was the ſubſtance of it, 
have reaſon alſo to admit this grand inference from it, 
and to embrace the goſpel as a faithful ſaying, and 
as well worthy of all acceptation (d). This is the 
thing I was attempting to prove; and here I ſhould 
end the argument, were it not for the confirmation it 
may receive from ſome additional conſiderations, 


G 


(a) John x. 18. (b) Acts ii. 24—32. ii. 15. iv. 10. v. 30, 
32. X. 40, 41. Xxiii. 30—99. Xvii,. 31. XxVi. 23 Rom. x. . 
1 Cor. xv. 3—8, 12—22. (c) Matt. xxvii, 63. John 11, 
19, 21. (a) 1 Tim, i. I 5, 


. 4 
i 
* 


* 


62 ON THY EVIDENCES OF 


which could not properly be introduced under any 
of the preceding heads. I add therefore, 


7. In the laſt place, * that the truth of the 
goſpel has received farther, and very con- 
iderable confirmation, from what has bap- 


pened in the world ſince it was firſt pabliſh- 
ed.“ 


And here I muſt deſire you, more particularly 
to conſider, on the one hand, what God 
has been doing to eſtabliſh it; and on the other, 


the methods which its enemies have taken to deſ- 
troy it. 


(1) Conſider * what God has been doing to 
confirm the goſpel ſince its firſt publication.“ 


and you will find it a farther evidence of its 
Divine original. 


I might here argue at large, from its ſurpriz- 
ing propagation in the world; from the mira- 
culous powers, with which not only the apoſtles, 
but ſucceeding preachers of the goſpel, and other 
converts, were endowed; from the accompliſh- 
ment of prophecies recorded in the New Teſtament; 
and from the preſervation of the Jews as a 
diſtin people, notwithſtanding the various dith- 
culties and perſecutions through which they have 
paſled. | | 


I might particularly urge, in confirmation of the 
truth of chriſtianity, © the wonderful ſucceſs with 
which it was attended, and the ſurprizing propa- 
gation of the golpel in the world.” | 

I have before endeavoured under a former head 
to ſhew you, that the | rage met with fo favourable 
a reception in the world, as evidently proved, that 
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its firſt publiſhers were capable of producing ſuch 
evidence of its truth, as an impoſture could not 
admit. But now, I carry the remark farther, and 
aſſert, that conlidering the circumſtances of the 
caſe, it is amazing that even truth itſelf, under ſo 
many diſadvantages, ſhould have ſo illuſtrious a 
triumph; and that its wonderful ſucceſs does evi- 
dently argue ſuch an extraordinary interpoſition of 
God in its favour, as may juſtly be called a miracu- 
lons atteſtation to it. 

There was not only one of a family, or two of 
a city taken, and brought to Zion (a); but ſo did the 
Lord haſten it in its appointed time, that a little one 
became & thouſand, and a ſmall one a ſtrong nation 
(b), And as the apoltles themſelves were honoured 
with very remarkable ſucceſs, ſo this Divine ſeed 
was propagated fo faſt in the next age, that Pliny 
teſtifies, ** he found the heathen temples in Achaia, 
almoſt deſerted *“; and Tertullian afterwards 
boaſts, ** that all places but thoſe temples were 
filled with chriſtians; ſo that were they only to 
withdraw, cities and provinces would be depo- 
pulated +.” [Nor did the goſpel only triumph 
thus within the boundaries of the Roman emnire; 
for long before Tertullian was born, Juſtin Martyr, 
in his Dialogue with Trypho the Jew, which ſeems 
to have been written not much above 100 years 
alter Chriſt's death, declares, * that there was 


(a) Jer. iii. 14. (6) Iſa. Ix. 22. 


* Prope jam deſolata templa—& ſacra folennia Niu intermiſſa. 
Plin. Epiſt. x. 97. 


+ Heſterni ſumus, & veſtra omnia implevimus, urbes, inſula 
Caſtella, municipia, conciliabula, caſtra ipſa, tribus, decurias, 
Palatium, ſenatum, forum; ſola vobis relinquimus Templa:— 
potuimus & inermes, nec rebelles, ſed tantummodo difcordes, 
folius divortii invidia adverſus vos dimicaſſe;—ſuffudiſlet do- 
minationem veltram tot amiſho civium, & ipſa deſtitutione 
puniſſet. Tertul. Afolag. cap. xxxvii, 
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no nation of men, whether Greeks or barbari- 
ans, not excepting thoſe ſavages, that wandered 
in clans from one region to another, and had no 
fixed habitation, who had not learnt to offer 
prayers and thankſgivings to the Father and 
Maker of all, in the name of Jeſus who was cruci- 
hed 1.“ 

Now how can we account for ſuch a ſcene as 
this, but by ſaying, that the hand of the Lord was 
with the firſt preachers of the goſpel, and therefore 
ſuch multitudes believed, and turned unto the Lord 
(a)? How had it been poſſible, that ſo ſmall a 
tountain ſhould preſently have ſwelled into a mighty 
river, and even have covered the face of the 
earth, had it not ſprung from the ſanctuary of 
God, and been rendered thus triumphant by his 
almighty arm? 

Had this new religion, ſo directly contrary to 
all the prejudices of education, been contrived to 
ſooth mens vices, to aſſert their errors, to defend 
their ſuperſtitions, or to promote their ſecular in- 
tereſts, we might eaſily have accounted for its pre- 
valence in the world. Had its preachers been 
very profound philoſophers, or polite and faſhiona— 
ble orators, many might have been charmed at, 
leaſt for a while, to follow them; or had the 
princes and potentates of the earth declared them- 
ſelves its patrons, and armed their legions for its 
defence and propagation, multitndes might have 

been terrified into the profeſſion, though not a 


+ [ OuTe ty Y GAws £51 TO /£yO- avOpaimriuon, 847 BfS, 
ile EAAnvuy, A ATAWS Sul oi go E ., I 
Aua HFI, 1 A- KHAELLEVWY, ET) EV TAYVELS xTHVGleofpw), £y 
07 n, Wiz Te wouxle» Te gavewbiiie. Ince wa ua en ae 
CS Tw Wale. xa Torn Twy 0Awy Lt. 'Fu in. Mart. 


ug. 388, Edit. 1hirlb.] 
(2) Ads xi. 21. 
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ſoul could by ſuch means have been rationally 
perſuaded to the belief of it. But without ſome 
ſuch advantages as theſe, we can hardly conceive, 
how any new religion ſhould ſo ſtrangely 2 
even though it had crept into the world in its 
darkeſt ages, and moſt barbarous countries, and 
though it had been gradually * * in the moſt 
artful manner, with the fineſt veil induſtriouſly 
drawn over every part, which might at firſt have 
given diſguſt to the beholder. 

But you well know, that the very reverſe of all 
this was the caſe here. You know, from the ap- 
parent conſtitution of chriſtianity, that the jute 
and errors, the ſuperſtitions ad intereſts of car- 
nal men would immediately riſe up againſt it as a 
moſt irreconcileable enemy. You know, that the 
learning and wit of the Greeks, and the Romans, 
were early employed to overbear and ridicule it. 
You know, that as all the herd of heathen deities 
were to be diſcarded, the prieſts, who ſubſiſted on 
that craft, muſt in intereſt find themſelves obliged 
to oppoſe it, You know, that the princes of the 
earth drew their [words againſt it, and armed 
torments and death for the deſtruction of its fol- 
lowers. And yet you ſee, that it triumphed over 
all, though publiſhed in ages, and places, of the 


greateſt learning and refinement; and propoſed, 


not in an ornamental and artificial manner, but 
with the utmoſt plainneſs: the dottrines of the 
croſs being always avowed as its grand fundamen- 


tals, though ſo notorious a ſtumbling- block both to 


Jews and Gentiles (a); | and the abſolute neceſſity, 

not only of embracing chriſtianity, but alſo of 

renouncing all idol worſhip, being inſiſted on im- 

mediately and in the ſtrongeſt terms, chough it 

mult make the goſpel appear the moſt ſingular and 
G& 3 

(a) 1 Cor. i. 23. 


— 
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unſociable religion that had ever been taught in tlie 
world, | 

+ Had one of the wits, or politicians of theſe 
ages ſeen the apoſtles, and a few other plain men, 
who had been educated amongſt the loweſt of the 
people, as moſt of the firſt teachers of chriſtianity 
were, going out. armed with nothing but faith, 
truth, and goodneſs, to encounter the power of 
princes, the bigotry of prieſts, the learning of phi- 
loſophers, the rage of the populace, and the pre- 
judices of all; how would he have derided the at- 
tempt, and ſaid with Sanballat, what will theſe fee- 
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ble Jews do (a)? But had he ſeen the event, ſurely 


he muſt have owned, with the Egyptian magi, in a 
far leſs illuſtrious miracle, that it was the finger of 
God (5), and might juſtly have fallen on his face, 
even amongſt thoſe whom he had inſulted, with 
an humble acknowledgment that God was in them 
of a truth (c). 


I might here farther urge thoſe miracles, 
which were wrought in confirmation of the chril- 
tian doctrine, for a conſiderable time after the death 
of the apoſtles.” 

The moſt ſignal, and beſt atteſted of theſe, was 
the diſpoſleſhon of devils; whom God ſeems to 
have permitted to rage with an unuſual violence 
about thoſe tunes, that his Son's triumph over 
them might be ſo much the more remarkable, and 
that the old ſerpent might be taken in his own crat- 
tineſs. I doubt not, but many of you have heard, 
that more than two hundred years after the death 
of Chriſt, ſome of the moſt celebrated defenders of 
the goſpel, Which the church has in any age pro- 
duced, I mean Tertullian“, and Minutius Flix +, 


(a) Neh. iv. 2. (5) Exod. viii. 19 (c) 1 Cor. xiv. 25. 
v Tertul, Apolog, cap. xxii. + Mrnuf, Fal. cap. xxvii. 
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do not only challenge any of their heathen enemies 
and perſecutors, to bring them a demoniack, en- 
gaging, at the hazard of their lives, to oblige the 
evil ſpirit, in the name, and by the authority of 
Chriſt, to quit his poſſeſſions; but do alſo appeal to 
it, as a fact pulickly known, that thoſe who were 
agitated by ſuch ſpirits, ſtood terrified, and amazed 
in the preſence of a chriſtian, and that their pre- 
tended Gods were compelled then to confeſs them- 
{elves devils. 

I wave the teſtimonies of ſome later writers of 
the chriſtian church, leſt the credulity of their 
temper, joined with the circumſtances attending 
ſome of the facts they record, ſhould furniſh out 
objettions againſt their teſtimony; though I think 
we carmot, without great injuſtice to the cha- 
racter of the learned and pious Auguſtin, ſuſpett 
the truth of ſome amazing facts of this Kind, which 
he has atteſted, as of his own perſonal and certain 
knowledge “. 


Nor muſt I on this occaſion forget to mention 
the accompliſhment of ſeveral prophecies, recorded 
„in the New Teſtament,” as a farther confirmation 
given by God to the golpel. 

The moſt eminent and ſingle inſtance under 
this head, is that of our Lord's prediction con— 
cerning the deſtruttion of Jeruſalem, as it is re— 
corded by St. Matthew in his twenty-fourth chapter. 
The tragical hiſtory of it is moſt circumſtantially 
deſcribed by Joſephus, a Jewiſh prieſt, who was an 
eye- witneſs of it; and the deſcription he has given 
of this ſad calamity, fo exactly correſponds to 
the prophecy, that one would have thought, had 
we not known the contrary, that 1t had been writ- 
ten by a chriſtian on purpoſe to illuſtrate it: [and 
one can never enough admire that ſeries of amaz- 

* Auguſtin, de Civit, Dei, lib. xxii. cap. 8. 
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ing providences, by which the author was preſerv- 
ed from the moſt imminent danger; that he might 
leave us that invaluable treaſure which his writings 
contain *. 

We have no need of any farther evidence, than 
we find in him, of the exact accompliſhment of what 
was propheſied concerning the deſtruttion of Jeru- 
ſalem: but our Lord had alſo foretold the long con- 
tinued deſolation of their temple (a); and I cannot 
forbear reminding you of the awful ſanftion that 
was given to that part of the gg for it is 
well known, that a heathen hiſtorian has aſſured 
us, that when Julian the apoſtate, in deliberate 
contempt of that prediction, ſolemnly and reſo. 
lutely undertook to rebuild it, his impious deſign 
was miraculouſly fruſtated again and again, and 
the workmen conſumed by globes of fire, which 
broke out from the foundations F.] 

The prediction of St. Paul concerning the man 
of ſin, and the apoſtacy of the later times (5), is 
alſo well worthy of our remark. And though a 
great deal of the book of Revelation be ſtill con- 
cealed under a dark veil; yet the diviſion of the Ro- 
man empire into ten kingdoms, the uſurpation, 
perſecutions and 1dulatry of the Romiſh church, 


* 7oſeph. Bell. Jud. lib. itt. cap. 8. 
(a) Matt. xxiii. 38. xxiv. 2, 


+ [Cum itaque fortiter rei inſtaret Alypius, juvaretque provin- 
ciæ rector, metuendi globi flammarum, prope fundamenta crebis 
aſſultibus erumpentes, fecert locum, . ig aliquotics operan- 
tibus, inacceſſum; hocque modo, elemento deſtinatius repellente, 
ceſſavit incepftum. Ammian. Marcell. lib. xxiii. ſub init. I think 
one might argue the author to have been a heathen, from this 
cold way of telling a ſtory to glorious to chriſtianity: “ the ele- 
ment repclling them by a kind of obſtinate fatality,” The learn- 
ed reader will caſily obſerve with how ditlerent an air Socrates 
(Hiſt. lib. iii. cab. 20.) and S9zomen (Hiſt. lib. v. Cap. 22. recount, 
and moſt reaſonably triumph in it.] 


(6) 2 Thefi, iii. 312. 4 Tim. iv. yuan, 
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and the long duration of the papal power, with fe- 
veral other extraordinary events, which no human 
prudence could have foreſeen, and which have hap- 
pened long ſince the publication of that book, are 
ſo clearly foretold there, that I cannot but look on 
that part of ſcripture as an invaluable treaſure * ; 
and think it not at all improbable, that the more 
viſible accompliſhment of ſome of-its other pro- 
phecies may be a great means of reviving the chri- 
ſtian cauſe, which is at preſent ſo much on the de- 
cline t. 

The preſervation of the Jews as a diſtinct peo- 
ple,” is another particular under this head, which 
well deſerves our attentive regard. 

It is plain they are vaſtly numerous, notwith- 
ſtanding all the ſlaughter and deſtruction of this 
people, in former, and in later ages. They are 
diſperſed in various moſt diſtant nations, and par- 
ticularly in theſe parts of the world where chriſti- 
anity is profeſſed: and though they are expoſed to 
great hatred and contempt, on account of their 
different faith, and in moſt places ſubjected to 
civil incapacities, if not to unchriſhan "wer xr 
yet they are ſtill moſt obſtinately tenacious of their 
religion: which is the more wonderful, as their 
fathers were ſo prone to apoſtatize from it; and as 
moſt of them ſeem to be utter ſtrangers, either to 
piety, or humanity, and pour out the greateſt con- 
tempt on the moral precepts of their own law, 
while they are ſo attached to the ceremonial inſti- 


* [I can with great pleaſure refer my reader to the learned 
commentary on this book lately publiſhed by the reverend Mr. 
Lowman; from which I have received more ſatisfaction, with 
reſpett to many of its difficulties, than I ever found elſewhere, or 
expected to have found at all.] 


+ Hinc igitur apud nos futurorum quoque fides tuta eſt, jam 
ſcilicet probatorum, quia cum illis quæ quotidie probagtur prædi- 
cebantur. Tertul, Apol, cap. xx. 
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tutions of it, troubleſome and inconvenient as they 
Now feriouſly reflect, what an evident hand 


are. 


f 
prefe 


rovidence is here; that by their diſperſion, 
ervation, and adherence to their religion, it 


ſhould come to paſs, that chriſtians ſhould daily 
ſee the accompliſhment of many remarkable prophe- 
cies concerning this people *; and that we ſhould 
always have amongſt us ſuch a crowd of unexcep- 
tionable witneſſes to the truth of thoſe ancient 
Hebrew records, on which ſo much of the evi- 
dence of the goſpel depends: records, which are 
_—_ of them ſo tult to the purpoſe for which we 
alledge them, that (as a celebrated writer very 
well obſerves +), © had the whole body of the 
Jewiſh nation been converted to chriſtianity, 
men would certainly have thought, oy had 


been forged by chriſtians, and have looke 


upon 


them, with the prophecies of the Sybils, as made 


man 


tell.“ 


years after the 


events they pretend to fore- 


And to add no more here, the preſervation 
of the Jews as a diſtin& people evident] 
room for the accompliſhment of thoſe 


leaves 


id and 


New Teſtament promiſes (a) : which relate to their 
national converſion and reſtoration; whereas that 
would be impoſſible in itſelf, or at leaſt be impoſh- 
ble to be known, if they were promiſcuouſly blend- 


ed with other people, 


On the whole, it is ſuch 


* [This important thought is moſt excellently illuſtrated in 
that incomparable old book of Dr. Jackſon's called, The Eternal 


Truth of the Scriptures, &c. eſpecially book I. 


III. 


Part I. Sett. 


Chap. 10—13. The whole of the ſection is very curious.) 


+ SpeCtat, 


(a) Deut. xxx. 3—3. 


liv. lix. 20, 21. Ix. Ixi. 1x11, Ixv. Ixvi. 


vol. vii. No. 495. 
Iſa. Xxxvii. 12, 13. Xlv. 17. xlix. 6. 
Jer. xxiii. 3, 6. xxx. 


8—24. XxxXi. 31— 40. I. 4, 5. Ezek. zi. 17--20. xx. 34—44- 
xXx iv. 11— 1. XXXVi. 21-38 xXxxvil. 21, 28. Hof. 1. 10, 11. 
ii. 14—23- ini. 4, 5. Joel 


19-21, 


10. Xiv. 921. Ron. xi. 2527, 


Mic. vii. 14—20. 


iti. Amos ix. 11— 16. Obad. ver, 
Zech. viii. 9q—23- X. 6—12. Xu. 
2 Cor. iii. 16. 
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a ſcene in the conduct of providence, as I am well 
aſſured cannot be paralleled in the hiſtory of any 
other nation on earih, and affords a moſt obvious 
and important argument in favour of the goſpel. 
Thus has chriſgauity been farther confirmed, 
ſince its firſt publication, by what God has done 
to eſtabliſh it. It only remains, that we conſider, 


(2.) What confirmation it receives,“ from the 
methods which its enemies have taken to de- 
ſtroy it.“ 


And theſe have generally been, either perſecu- 
tion, or falſehood, or cavilling at ſome particulars 
in the revelation, without entering into the grand 
argument on which it is built, and fairly debat- 
ing what is offered in 1ts defence, ow who 
would not think the better of a cauſe, tor being thus 
attacked ? 

At firſt you know, that the profeſſors, and 
eſpecially the preachers of the goſpel, were ſeverely 
perſecuted. In every city, bonds and impriſon- 
ments awaited them (a). As ſoon as ever the apoſtles 
began to preach Jeſus and his reſurrection, the Jew- 
iſh rulers laid hold on them, and having contined 
and ſcourged them, ſtrictly prohibited their ſpeak- 
ing any more in that name (5), A little while after, 
Stephen was murdered (c); and afterwards James (d), 
and ſome other of the apoſtles. Now certainl 
ſuch a conduct did evidently ſhew a conſciouſneſs, 
that they were not able to anſwer the apoſtles, and 
to ſupport their own cauſe by the fair methods 
of reaſon and argument; to which, ſo far as the 
hiſtory informs us, they made no pretence; but 
attempted to bear them down by dint of authority, 
and to ſilence them by brutal force, 


Acts xx. 23. (6) Acts iv. 17. v. 40. (c) Acts vii. 38. 
46) a M (© TY 
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The time would fail me, ſhould-I attempt par. 
ticularly to ſhew, how theſe unrighteous methods 
were purſued in ſucceeding ages, and diſtant coun. 
tries. The ſavage cruelties of Nero to theſe in- 
nocent and holy men were ſuch, as raiſed the 
pity even of their enemies *: ow this was one of 
the leaſt extenſive and deſtructive of the ten ge- 
neral perſecutions, which aroſe in the Roman em- 
pire, beſides ſeveral others in the neighbouring 
countries, of which eccleſiaſtical hiſtory informs 
us. 

Theſe early enemies of the goſpel added falſe- 
hood and ſlanders to their inhumanities. They 
endeavoured to murder the reputations of the 
chriſtians, as well as their perſons, and were not 
aſhamed [to repreſent them as haters of the whole 
human ſpecies , for no imaginable reaſon, but 
becauſe they would not aſſociate themſelves in their 
idolatrous worſhip, but with regard to charity 
and truth, were ftrongly bearing their teſtimony 
againſt it :] nay, they charged them with human 
ſacrifices, inceſt, idolatry, and all the crimes, for 
which themſelves and their fooliſh gods were indeed 
juſtly deteſtable; but from which the chriſtians, 
knew how to vindicate themſelves, highly to their 
own honour, and to the everlaſting reproach of 
theſe malignant and peſtilent accuſers: and they 


* [This a haughty and cruel enemy confeſſes, even while he 
blaſphemes the religion of theſe | glories confeſſors:— Quan» 
quam adverſus ſontes, & noviſſima exempla meritos, miſeratio 
oriebatur. Tacit. Annal. lib. xv. f. 44. 


+ Odio humani generis convicti ſunt, Tacit. ubi ſupra. 


+ [This matter is ſet in the cleareſt and moſt beautiful light 
by the ſagacious Mr. Warburton, in his Divine Legation of Moles, 
(vol. i. pag. 292— 295.) to whole labours the learned and the 
chriſtian world are indebted beyond expreſſion, for as great a 
number of original thoughts, as are perhaps any where to be 
found in an equal compaſs. ] 
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have not failed to do it in many noble apologies, 
which through the Divine providence are tranſmit— 
ted to us, and are incomparably the moſt valuable af 
any ancient uninſpired writings, 

Such were the infamous and ſcandalous me- 
thods, by which the goſpel was oppoſed in the 
earlieſt ages of the church; and I cannot forbear 
adding. that the meaſures more lately taken to 
ſubvert it, eſpecially amongſt ourſelves, ſeem to 
me rather to reflett a glory upon it.“ Its unhap- 
py enemies have been told again and again, that 
we put the proof of it on plain fact. They them- 
ſelves do not, and cannot deny, that it prevailed 
early in the world, as we have ſhewn at large. 
There muſt have been ſome man, or body of men, 
who firſt introduced it: they generally confeſs, 
that Chriſt and his apoſtles were the perſons: and 
theſe apoſtles (on whole teſtimony what we know 
of Chriſt chiefly depends) mult have been enthu— 
ſiaſts, or impoltors, if their teſtimony was falſe, 
Now which of thele ſchemes will the unbeliever 
take? It ſeems, that the deiſts of the preſent age 
fix on neither, as being ſecretly conſcious they 
can ſupport neither, but they content themſelves 
with cavilling at fome circumitances attending 
the revelation without daring to encounter its 
grand evidence; i. e. they have been laboriouſly 
attempting to prove it“ to be improbable, or 
abſurd, to ſuppoſe that to have been, which ne— 
vertheleſs plainly appears to have been fact.“ One 
molt weakly and ſophiſtically pretends to prove, 
in defiance of the common ſenſe of LY that 
the light of nature is a perfect rule, and therefore 
that all revelation is needleſs, and indeed impoſſi— 
ble. Another diſguiles the miracles of Clift by 
falſe and fooliſh reprefentations of them, and then 
lets himſelf to ridicule them as idle tales. And a 
third takes a great deal of fruitleſs pains to ſhew, 
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that ſome prophecies referred to in the New Teſla- 
ment are capable of another ſenſe, different from 
that in which the apoſtles have taken them, Thetle 
things have been ſet in a very artful and fallacious 
light by perſons, whoſe names will be perhaps 
tranſmitted to poſterity, with the infamous glory 
of having been leaders in the cauſe of infidelity ; 
but not a man of them undertakes direttly to an- 
ſwer, what has been ſaid to aſcertain the grand 
fact. Nay, they generally take no more notice 
of the poſitive evidence, by which it is even de- 
monſtrated, than if they had never heard it pro- 
poſed; though they cavil at incidental paſſages in 
thoſe books, in which it is moſt clearly ftated, And 
as for what they have urged, though perhaps fome, 
who were before weary of chriſlianity, may have 
taken occaſion from their writings to rejett it; 
and others for want of confulting the antwers to 
them, may have been unwarily inſnared; yet the 
examination of thele points has been greatly to the 
honour and vindication of the truth, which ſeems 
on this occaſion to have been fet in a clearer and 
ſtronger light than ever, at leaſt in theſe later 
ages 

The cauſe of chrijtianity has greatly gained by 
debate, and the goſpel comes like fine gold out of 
the furnace, which the more it is tried, the more it 
is approved, I own,” the defenders of the goſpel 
have appeared with very different degrees. of abi. 
lity for the work; nor could it be otherwiſe 
amongſt ſuch numbers of them: but on the whole, 
though the patrons of inadelity have been maſters 
of ſome wit, humour and addreſs, as well as of a 
moderate ſhare of learning, and generally much 
more than a moderate ſhare of aſſurance; yet fo 
great is the force of truth, that (unleſs we may ex- 
cept thoſe writers, who have unhappily called for 
the aid of the civil magiilrate in the controver- 
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ſy,) I cannot recollect, that I have ſeen any de- 
fence of the goſpel, which has not, on the whole, 
been ſuflicient to eflablith it, notwithſtanding all 
the ſophiſtical arguments of its moſt ſubtile anta— 
goniſts, | | 

This is an obſervation, which is continually 
gaining new ſtrength, as new affaults are made 
upon the goſpel, And I cannot forbear ſaying, 
that as if it were by a kind of judicial infatuation, 
ſome who have diſtinguiſhed” themſelves in the 
wretched cauſe of infidelity, have been permuted 
to fall into ſuch groſs miſrepreſentations, ſuch ſenſe- 
leſs inconliſtencies, and ſuch palpable falſehoods“, 
and in a word, into ſuch a various and malignant 
{uperflunty of naughtineis; that to a wiſe and pious 
mind they mull appear like thoſe venomous crea» 
tures, which are laid to carry an antidote in their 
bowels againſt their own poiſon, A virtuous and 
well-bred deiſt muſt turn away from ſome modern 
pieces of this kind with ſcorn and _abhorrence; 
and a chriſtian might almoſt be tempted to wiſh, 
that the books, with all their ſcandals about them, 
might be tranſmitted to polilericy, leſt when they 
come to live, like the writings of ſome of the 
ancient heathens, only in thoſe of their learned and 
pious an{werers, it ſhould hardly be credited, that 
ever the enemies of tne goſpel in ſuch an enlightened 
age, ſhould be capable of ſo much impiety and 
tolly. | 

Thus I have given you a brief view of the chief 
arguments in proot of chriſtianity; and the ſum of 
the whole is this. 

H 2 


* [I mention not here that mean buffoonery and ſcurrility, 
that induſtrious, though aukward, diſguiſe, and monſtrous mix- 
ture of the ſceptic and dogmatiſt, which the learned and ingenious: 
Mr. Warburton has animadverted upon with ſuch juſtice and 
ſpirit, in his fine dedication to the Divine Legation of Moſes de- 
monſtrated.] 
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The goſpel is probable in theory; as conſider— 
ing the nature of God, and the circumſtances of 
mankind, there was reaſon to hope a revelation 
might be given; and if any were given, we ſhould 
naturally prob its internal evidence would be 
ſuch, as that of the goſpel is, and its external ſuch 
as it is ſaid tobe. But it is alſo true in fact; for 
chriſtianity was early profeſſed, as it was firſt 1n- 
troduced by Jeſus of Nazareth, whoſe life and 
dottrines were publiſhed by his immediate atten- 
dants; whoſe books are preſerved till in their ori- 
ginal language, and in the main are faithfully tranſ- 
lated into our own: ſo that the books of the New 
Teſtament now in your hands may be depended 
upon, as written by the perſons whoſe names they 
bear. And admitting this, the truth of the goſpel 
follows by a train of very eaſy conſequences; for 
the authors certainly knew the truth of the facts 
they relate; and conſidering what appears of their 
character and circumſtances, we can never believe 
they would have attempted to deceive us; or if they 
had, they could not have gained credit in the 
world; yet they did gain it in a remarkable man- 
ner; therefore the facts they atteſted are true, 
And the truth of the goſpel evidently follows from 
the certainty of thoſe tatts, and is much confirmed 
by what has happened in the world fince the firſt 
publication of it. 


I ſhall cenclude what I have to ſay on this ſub- 
Jet, with a few words by way of reflection. 


1. Let us gratefully acknowledge the Divine 
goodneſs, in favouring us with ſo excellent a 
revelation, and confirming it to us by ſuch an 
ample evidence. 


We ſhould be daily adoring the God of nature, 
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for lighting up the ſun, that glorious, though im- 
perfett image of his own unapproachable une 
and appointing it to gild the earth with its various 
rays, to chear us with its benign influences, and 
to guide and direct us, in our Journey, and our 
labours. But how incomparably more valuable 
is that day-ſpring from on high which has viſited us, 
that ſun of righteouſneſs, which is riſen upon us, 
to give light to them that fit in darkneſs, e in the 
ſhadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way 
of peace (a)? Oh chriſtians, (for I now addreſs. 
mylelf to you, whole eyes are ſo happy as indeed 
to ſee, and your ears as to hear (b),) what reaſon 
have you for daily and hourly praiſe! when your 
minds are delighted with contemplating the riches. 
of goſpel grace, when you view with wonder and 
Joy the harmomious contrivance of our redemp— 
tion, when you feel the burden of your guilt re- 
moved, the freedom of your addreſs to the throne 
of grace encouraged, and fee the proſpe& of a 
fair inheritance of eternal glory opening upon 
you; then in the pleaſing tranſport of your ſouls, 
borrow the joyful anthem of the Pſalmiſt, and ſay, 
with the humbleſt gratitude and ſelf-reſignation, 
God is the Lord, who hath given us light! bind the 
ſacrifice with cords, even to the horns of the altar 
(c). Adore God, who firſt commanded the light 
to ſhine out of darkneſs, that by the diſcoveries of 
his word and the operations of his Spirit, he has 
ſhined in your hearts, to give you the knowledge of 
his glory, as reflected from the face of his ſon (d). 
Let us all adore him, that this revelation hath 
reached us, who live in an age and country ſo. 
diflant from that in which it firſt appeared; while 
there are to this day, not only dark corners but 
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(a) Mal. iv. 2. Luke i. 78, 79. (6) Matt. xiii. 16. (e) Pſal;. 
cxvili. 27. (4d) 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
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regions of the earth, which are full of the habita- 
tions of 1dvlatry and cruelty (c). 

Let me here particularly addreſs myſelf to thoſe, 
whole education and circumſlances of life have 
given them opportunities of a fuller enquiry, into 
the ſtate of thoſe ancient or modern nations, that 
have been left merely to the light of unaſſiſted 
reaſon; even to you, firs, who are acquainted with 
the hiſtory of their gods, the rites of their prieſts, 
the tales, and even the hymns of their poets, 
oo beautiful trifles;) nay, 1 will add, the rea- 
onings of their ſageſt philoſophers, all the pre- 
carious, and all the erroneous things they have 
ſaid, where religion and immortality are concerned *. 
I have ſometimes thought, that God gave to ſome 
of the moſt celebrated pagan writers that uncom— 
mon ſhare of genius and eloquence, that they 
might, as 1t were, by their art embalm the mon- 
ſlers of antiquity: that ſo ſucceeding ages might 
ſee, in a more affecting view than we could other- 
wiſe have done, how weak the huwan mind 1s in 
its beſt eſtate, and the need, which the greateſt, 
as well as the meaneſt of mankind have, of being 
taught by a revelation from above, Permit me to 
remind you, that while you are daily converſing 
with ſuch monuments as thele, (as I know ſome 


c) Pfal. Ixxiv. 20. 


* [The great author I mentioned above (pag. 301. note t,) has 
ſhewn in a moſt convincing manner, that the whole body of the 
Greek philoſophers diſbeheved the dottrine of tuture rewards and 
punithments, though they popularly taught 1t as necellary to ſo- 
ciety; aud held no other immortality of the ſoul, than what was 
the reſult of a moſt atheiftical notion, (modernly known by the 
name of Spinozilm,) that the un-erſe was God: (ſee Dr. War- 
burton's Divine Legation of Moſes book ui. ſect. 2, 3, 4). 
Which ſurely is one of the ſtrongeſt proots of the need of a reve- 
lation, that the world ever ſaw, and the moſt aflecting comment 
on the wv ords of the learned apoſtle, 1 Cor. i. 21. The world by 


wiſdom knew not Gud; but protellng thiemſelves to be wiſe, they 
became fools. Rom. i. 22.3 
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of you are, and are alſo ſurveying the evidences of 
chriſtianity, in a larger, and more diſtintt view, 
are under peculiar obligations, 0 be very thankful 
for the goſpel yourſelves, as well as to compaſſionate 
the caſe of thole, to whom it has never been offer- 


ed, or by whom 1t is {lighted. And this leads me 
to another reflection; 


2. What reaſon have we to pity thoſe, who 
rejett this glorious goſpel, even when they 
have opportunities of enquiring into its cleareſt 
evidences? 


Such undoubtedly there are in our own age 
and nation; and ſurely we ſhould ſometimes be- 
llow a compaſſionate thought upon them, and 
lift up an humble prayer for them; if God perad- 
venture will give them repentance to the acknow- 
ledging of the truth; that 82 may recover them- 
ſelves out of the ſnare of the devil, who are now led 
captive by him at his pleaſure (a), We ſhould pity 
heathens and Mahomietans, under their darknels 
and errors: but how much more deplotable is the 
cale of theſe, who, though they dwell in Emma- 
nuel's land, and in the valley of viſion, turn it into 
the valley of the ſhadow of death, by cloſing their 
eyes againſt ſo bright a luſtre, and ſtopping their 
ears againſt the voice of the charmer(b)? They 
are indeed in their own conceit the only people, and 
wildom will die with them (c ; fo that to be lure, 
they will ſcorn our pity: but who can forbear it? 
Is there a more melancholy thought than this, 
that the Son of God ſhould have done fo much to 
introduce and eſtabliſh the golpe, and his ſpirit fo 
much to perpetuate and incteaſe its evidence, and 
that after all, it ſhould be contemptuouſly deſpiſed, 


() 2 Tim. ii, 25, 26. (5) Pfal. Iviii. 44 5+ le) Job, xii. 2, 
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even by creatures who are periſhing without it ? 
That the bleſſed Jeſus, inſtead of being received 
with open arms as the great deliverer, ſhould ei- 
ther be treated as an empty name; or if acknow- 
ledged to be a real perſon, ſhould then be repre- 
ſented as a viſionary enthuſiaſt, or a wicked im- 
poſtor; for there is no other alternative? And 
this, not only, (though I believe, moſt frequently), 
by men of profligate and abandoned lives, but 
ſometimes by perlons of external morality and 
decency, of great humanity and ſweetneſs of tem- 
per, * ſuch I know are to be found amongſt 
them,) as well as men of wit and genius, of polite— 
neſs and learning, of human prudence and expe- 
rience in affairs. I may alſo add, that it is the 
caſe of ſome, who were the children of pious pa- 
rents, who were trained up in religious exerciles, 
who once diſcovered ſerious impreſſions, and gave 
very encouraging hopes. Alas, whither are they 
fallen! and whither have we reaſon to fear, they 
will at length fall! how ſhall we ſhelter thoſe, 
that were once our brethren, that are perhaps ſtill 
our friends, from the awful ſentence, which the 
goſpel denounces againſt all. that rejett it, without 
any exception? As to the wretches, that add in— 
ſult and deriſion to their infidelity, I tremble to 
think ot that load of guilt, which they are bring- 
ing on themſelves, and how near they approach to 
the unpardonable lin; if they have not already com- 
mitted it. For the reſt, who behave in a more 
modeſt and ſober manner, it will, no doubt, be a 
very difficult taſk to convince them; and ſo much 
the rather, as ſome of them, by too eaſy a tran- 
ſition have renounced many of the moſt important 
principles of natural religion, nay, I might add, 
even the whole of ut, together with the chriſtian 
revelation, But the influences of Divine grace 
are almighty; let us recommend them to theſe, 
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and omit no other proper method, either of re- 
covering thoſe who are already ſeduced, or at leaſt 
of ſecuring thoſe who are not yet infetted, but 
may be, (as molt of the youth are, eſpecially in 
the moit populous places), in imminent danger ot 
the contagion. To this end let me add, 


3. How reaſonable is it, that chriſtians ſhould 
forma familiar acquaintance with the great evi- 
dences of our own common faith! 


It is what we ſo apparently owe to the honour 
of God, to the intereſt of Chriſt, to the peace 
ot our own ſouls, and the ediſication of others, 
that I hope, I need not urge it at large; eſpecially 
conſidering what was ſaid in the mtroduttion to 
theſe diſcourſes. In conſequence ot all, let it be 
vour care to make the evidences of chriſtianity the 
ſubject of your ſerious reflettions and of your 
frequent converſe: eſpecially, fludy your bibles 
where there are ſuch marks of truth and divinit 
to be found, that I believe, few that have famili- 
arly known them, and have had a reliſh for them, 
were ever brought to make {ſhipwreck of the faith 
as it is in Jeſus. Above all, let it be your care to 
att on the rules which are here laid down; and 
then, you will find your faith growing in a happy 
proportion, and will experience the truth of our 
Saviour's declaration, that if any man will reſo— 
lutely and faithfully do his will, he ſhall know of 
the chri{lian doctrine whether it be of God (a. I 
verily believe, it is the purity of its precepts, 
which lies at the bottom of moſt mens oppoſition 
to it; or a natural pride of heart, which gives 
them an averſion to ſo humbling a ſcheme; or a 
fond affetiation of ſeeming wiſer than others, in 
rejecting what moſt of their neighbours do at leait 


(a) John vii. 17, 
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profeſs to believe, When theſe unhappy prejudices 
and conceptions are by Divine grace conquered 
and rooted out, the evideace of truth will daily 
appear with an increaſing luſtre; as the light of the 
ſun does, to an eye recovering from a film, with 
which it had been overgrown, and which before 
had veiled it with midniglu in the midit of noon, 
Once more, 


J. How folicitous ſhould we be to embrace and 
obey that goſpel, which comes attended with 
{uch abundant evidences ! 


I may undoubtedly addreſs myſelf to moſt of 
you, my friends, and fay, as Paul did to king 
Agrippa, believeſt thou the prophets (4, and I may 
add, the evangeliſts, and the apoſtles? Yes, I know 
that you believe them; E let me intreat and charge 
you, not to reſt here, but attentively to examine, 

ow far your hearts are affetted, and your lives 

regulated by ſuch a belief. The chriſtian revela- 
tion is a prattical thing; and it is heard, it is 
believed, it is proteiled, and even defended in 
vain, if it be not obeyed, Therefore do we 
ſo requenty read of obeying the truth, and obey- 
ing the golpel, as a matter of ſo great 1mport- 
ance (6b), 

In this goſpel, the wrath of God 1s revealed 
from heaven againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighte- 
ouſneſs of men; but it is revealed with redoubled 


(a) Acts xxvi. 27. (3) [Rom. ii. 8. vi. 27. Gal. 
i. 1. 2 Thefl. 3. 8. 1 Pet. i. 22. iv. 17. To which 
we may add John 111. 36. where o e Tw va he 
that is diſobedient to the Son, 1s with great propriety 
oppoſed to o mirevwy xis Tor bio, he that believeth on the 


oY See Family Expoſitor, vol. I. pag. 163, Note 
(i). 
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terror againſt that audacious ſinner, who holds the 
truth in unrighteoulneſs (a), In this goſpel, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is exalted, both as a Prince and a 
Saviour (%); and it is not with impunity, that the 
impenitent rebel can rejett his yoke, and trample 
on his blood; for if he that defpiſed Moſes's law 
died without mercy, of how much ſorer puniſh» 
ment, than even a capital execution, muſt they 
be thought worthy, who have poured contempt 
on fuch a Sovereign, and on ſuch a Redeemer (c)? 

Oh let it be moſt ſecretly and frequently recol- 
lected, that this goſpel is the touch-itone, by which 
you are another day to be tried; the balance, in 
which an impartial judge will weigh you; and 
muſl on the whole prove your everlaſting triumph 
or your 'everialting torment, The bleſſed God 
did not introduce it with ſuch folemn notice, ſuch 
high expettation, ſuch pompous miracles, ſuch 
awful fanttions, that men might reject, or dif< 
honour it, at pleaſure; but it will certainly be 
found, to the greateſt, and meaneſt, of thoſe that 
hear it, a favour of life unto life, or a favour ok 
death unto death (4) 

Let it therefore be your immediate care, to en- 
quire which of theſe it is like to prove to your 
fovis; ſince it is fo far from being a vain thing, 
that it is realty your very lite (0). It it has hitherto 
been deſpiſed, and that blefled Redeemer, in whom 
it fo apparently centers, has been neglected; re. 
member, that all which has been ſaid in confirm» 
ation of its truth, does but in effett prove, that 
the hand-writing of God himſelf is fet to the 
ientence of your eternal condemnation, Oh 
ihopotore allow not yourſelves a moment's reſt, 
til! you have with humble ſubmiſſion applied to 


() Rom, i. 18, (b) Acts v. g1. (c) Heb. x. 28, 29. 
(4) 2 Cor. ii. 16. (e) Deut. XXXU, 47» 
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his throne, while yet there is hope that it may be 
xeverſed, 


And as for you. my brethren, who have receiv- 
ed Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, be exhorted to walk in 
him (a); ſince it is the deſign of his goſpel to 
teach us, to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 
and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly (b); 
and this, not only as you have ſo comfortable an 
aſſurance, that your labour ſhall not be in vain in 
the Lord (c), but as it will be, on the whole, the 
moſt effettual method you can take in your reſ- 
ective ſtations to Ne, the goſpel. If you 
indeed honour it and love it, and deſire it may be 
propagated in the world, let it be your care, not 
only to defend it by your tongues, but to adorn it 
by your lives: and in the words of that great 
1 in this ſacred cauſe, be blameleſs and 
harmleſs, the children of God without rebuke, in 
the midſt of a crooked and perverſe generation, 
thining amongſt them as lights in the world, and 
ſo holding forth the word of life (4); and perhaps it 
may ſerve, not only to entertain their eyes with 
wonder and glory, but to guide their feet into the 
way of peace, and may engage them alfo to join with 
you in glorifying your Father which is in heaven (e). 


Amen! 


(a) Col. ii. 6. - (5) Tit. ii. 12. (c) 1 Cor, xv. 38. 
(d) Phil. ii. 25, 16. (e) Matt. v. 6. | 


FINIS. 


